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Fr Anthony McCarthy, parish priest of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Broughty Ferry, 
died on Thursday 10th October, 2019. Fr 
Tony was born in Cork and studied for the 
priesthood at All Hallows College, Dublin. 
He was ordained priest for Dunkeld on 22nd 
June 1958 by Archbishop Patrick Skinner 
CMI of Newfoundland. 

In his homily at the Requiem Mass Fr Mark 
Cassidy said:

When a priest dies, particularly a priest of 
venerable age, after a long priesthood, and who 
is of another generation from most of us, it can 
be easy for us, as priests, to finish our reminis-
cences of him by saying, ‘..there are no charac-
ters left any more’. But, rather than saying Fr 
Tony was a character, we would have to say that 
he was a man of character; a priest of character.

Fr Hugh McInally last year, at the celebration 
for Fr Tony’s Diamond Jubilee of his ordination 
to the priesthood, pointed out that Fr Tony had 
taken the Pledge; the pledge to abstain from al-
cohol. He took that on the occasion of his Con-
firmation day – now some 76 years ago. Fr Hugh 
remarked that he had remained steadfastly reso-
lute in his adherence to the pledge that he had 
taken. That was a mark of the character of the 
man. He brought that same steadfast resolution 
to his adherence to the promises he made at his 
ordination to the priesthood. At that ordination 
Fr Tony promised to remain celibate for the sake 
of the kingdom and in lifelong service to God 
and mankind. He acknowledged that he was re-
solved to maintain and deepen a spirit of prayer 
appropriate to his way of life, and in keeping of 
what was required from him to celebrate faith-

fully the liturgy of the hours for the Church and 
the whole world. He promised respect and obe-
dience to his Bishop and his successors. And he 
also promised to serve the people of the parishes 
to which he was appointed both by carrying out 
his ministry faithfully and by the example of his 
life and work. And he fulfilled these promises in 
his life of priestly service.

Within the first few years of his priestly ser-
vice Pope St John XXIII called the Second Vati-
can Council and this was to have a profound and 
lasting influence of Fr Tony’s life. I presume that 
he was as voracious a reader then as he still was 
in later life. He must have devoured the writ-
ings of the Council as they were published. The 
Church’s teaching on the Kingdom of God were 
the basis of the philosophy of Fr Tony’s min-
istry. The Council speaks of a people brought 
into unity from the unity of the Father, the Son 
and Holy Spirit. This is the work of God’s sav-
ing love in Christ – the holy people gathered to-
gether by the Word of God accepts it and bears 
witness to it in the world. It is a priestly people: 
it is a people led by its Pastors.

Fr Tony understood that unity in Christ and 
he firmly believed in an equality of all men 
and women in Christ. Fr Hugh, in his homily 
last year, mentioned all the places that Fr Tony 
had served and he pointed out that these ap-
pointments meant that Fr Tony had ministered 
to coalminers and shipwrights; prisoners and 
prison officers; the landed gentry and castle-
dwellers; farmers and berry pickers – the whole 
range and assortment of people. But for Fr Tony, 

social status brought no difference to a man’s or 
a women’s standing in Christ and before God. 
That did not always make him terribly popular; 
but Fr Tony’s priesthood wasn’t lived so that he 
might be popular, but so that he might be faith-
ful.

The image of the disciples walking with 
Christ on the road to Emmaus might sum up Fr 
Tony’s attitude to the Church. Whether we are 
clergy or lay; whatever our Christian denomina-
tion, the fundamental aspect of our Faith is that 
we walk side by side with Christ being formed 
by the Word of God and recognising Christ to-
gether in the breaking of the bread in the Eucha-
rist. He believed that every individual had their 
calling.

In St John’s in Perth in the late 60s and early 
70s, just after the Council, there was a flourish-
ing of different groups for people to belong to. 
Apart from the St Vincent de Paul Society and 
the Union of Catholic Mothers, there sprang up 
a Mission Group – furthering the Church’s mis-
sion abroad and also at home; there was a Parish 
Council, the St Anne’s Group so that there could 
be special care of the elderly, a  group dedicated 
to visiting the sick, there were Readers at the 
Liturgy. Many people found new ways to ex-
press their faith through a life of service. This 
was in no small part due to the vision and or-
ganisation skills of the Senior Curate, Fr Tony 
McCarthy, ably assisted by his Junior Curate, Fr 
Ken McBride.

His understanding of the Church’s teaching 
on the people of God also inspired him to reach 
out to fellow Christians of other denominations, 
truly understanding that more unites us than di-
vides us.

He took seriously his role as parish priest. As 
the reading from St Paul directs us, Fr Tony was 
never ashamed of his priesthood, never deceit-
ful, and he certainly never watered down the 
Word of God. He faithfully preached the Word 
of God he loved so much. Loved so much that 
usually one sermon was not enough! 

He celebrated the sacraments; he visited his 
people; he was a great defender of Catholic 
Education and a supporter and promoter of the 
Church’s charities. He knew the responsibility 
for his people that he had been given by the 
Church and by the Bishop. If people lived with-
in the bounds of the parish then they were his 
parishioners and they came under his care and 
he had the responsibility of administering the 
sacraments to them. Again this might not have 
made him popular with some of his people, and 
even with some of his colleagues in the clergy, 

Fr Mark Cassidy pays respect to Fr Tony McCarthy
“He faithfully preached the Word of God he loved s  
Sixty years and more in a life of prie  

Fr Tony celebrating his Diamond Jubilee Mass 
in June 2019 together with Bishop Stephen 

and Mgr O’Sullivan
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but Fr Tony’s priesthood was not about popular-
ity. It was about being faithful to the task he had 
been given.

Just a few weeks ago a pastoral question 
came up with regards to the parish. And when 
I visited him in Roxburghe House he wanted 
to talk about it. But first he fixed me with one 
of those looks of his and asked, “Am I still the 
parish priest of Our Lady of Good Counsel?”  
When I told him that he most definitely was still 
the parish priest he said, “Well this is what is to 
happen” and as a good acting assistant priest I 
did what he told me to do.

Fr Tony was a humble man – he would often 
ask advice of his fellow priest to make sure he 
was giving parishioners the correct advice and 
the correct teaching. For those of us who went 
to him for Confession we found a priest who 
was gentle in his approach – allowing very few 
of his own words to come between the penitent 
and Christ. In the celebration of the Sacrament 
he was, as we found him in every other aspect of 
life, gentle and patient and welcoming.

Like all of us, Fr Tony was an earthenware 
jar that held the great treasure. He was one who 
strove to make sure people might glimpse the 
glory of God through his ministry of service. As 
that earthenware jar he had his own weakness 
and his own faults.  I know that he would ask 
forgiveness for the mistakes he made and for 
whatever hurts he might have unintentionally 
caused to any of his people. He would ask us to 
pray for him, as we do today, and to continue to 
remember him in our prayers, asking the Lord 
to forgive those sins committed through hu-
man weakness and asking the Lord to give Fr 
Tony the reward of his many years of faithful 
ministry. Years spent walking with his people in 
Christ – allowing his heart to be set on fire as he 
listened to the words of God and recognising the 
Lord in the breaking of the bread, in the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist.

Taking the words from the ordination liturgy 
of the priest, Fr Tony believed what he read, he 
taught what he believed, and he practised what 
he taught. We give thanks that God, who began 
this good work in him, has brought it to fulfil-
ment. 

Following the Mass in Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, Fr Tony’s Remains were taken to En-
niskean, Co Cork. Fr Mark represented the 
Bishop and celebrated a Funeral Mass with Fr 
Tony’s family in the local parish. Following the 
Mass Fr Tony was laid to rest with his parents 
in the church graveyard.

Requiescat in Pace

Craiglockhart Teacher Training College 
50th Anniversary Reunion 

Do you recognise anyone here? If you went to Craiglockhart from 1970-1973, please 
think about joining us at our reunion in Edinburgh on September 29th 2020. Please 
share with people you think were part of our year group, and contact us using our 

email CraiglockhartReunion70to73@yahoo.com 

On Sunday 2nd February, the Maltese 
community from across Scotland gathered 
in St Mary's Monastery in Kinnoull, Perth, 
to celebrate the feast of the Shipwreck of St 
Paul. The feast - celebrated on the 10th of 
February in Malta - is a national holiday 
on the island and remembers the occasion 
in 60AD when St Paul was shipwrecked on 
the island of Malta. At that time he was on 
his way to Rome as a prisoner. 

The Scottish celebration started with a 
Mass celebrated by Maltese priest Fr Jean 

Gové, who is a weekend assistant at St 
Mary's Lochee while here studying in Scot-
land. Mgr Charles Hendry, parish priest at 
St Mary Magdalene's, Perth concelebrated.

The Honorary Vice-Consul for Malta in 
Edinburgh, Dr Nicholas Pace, was also pre-
sent. Mass was followed by a potluck lunch 
full of tasty, homemade, Maltese dishes. 

If there are any Maltese wishing to get 
in contact with Fr Jean, they may do so via 
email at govejean@gmail.com

Maltese Community in Scotland 
celebrates Shipwreck of St Paul

        
         so much”

        estly service



page 6

Project Gambia: People Feeding Peo-
ple are delighted to be working with the 
Diocese of Dunkeld following their meet-
ing with Bishop Stephen Robson in June.  
Rebecca Lafferty and Aidan Curivan, two 
young students who run the fund raising 
efforts of the charity, are shown pictured 
with Pope Francis.

 
Project Gambia was set up 7 years ago 

and Aidan and the other volunteers, having 
done voluntary work for various charities 
working in Africa, came to realise that The 
Gambia, a small country in West Africa, 
was not getting the support that some of 
the other African countries were receiving. 

After visiting schools in The Gambia, 
they came across St John’s School for the 
Deaf in the Catholic Diocese of Banjul. Be-
ing one of the only special needs schools in 
one of Africa’s poorest countries, it seemed 
like a logical place for them to start. Re-
becca said that “After touring the school, 
we were taken into the store room, where 
we were shocked to find that the only food 
they had for at the time 200 children was 
a bag of rice and a bag of onions. After 
seeing that and meeting the children, we 
decided there and then that we had to do 
something to help them and make their 
lives at least a little bit easier”. Having set 
up a fully functioning feeding programme 
at the school four years ago, as well as pro-

viding the children with school bags, learn-
ing materials and school uniforms, the at-
tendance now sits at over 350 children. The 
transformation of the attendance has only 
been one of the benefits they have noticed. 
Aidan said that “the children are now com-
ing to school more focused, more concen-
trated, more energetic and are doing better 
in their exams than ever before”. Although 
St. John’s was the initial focus of the char-
ity, they have recently expanded their ef-
forts to St Patrick’s Lower Basic School and 
St. Joseph’s Nursery School in The Gambia 
- taking their feeding programme to over 
1,000 children between the three schools. 
Mother Teresa summed up their mission 
perfectly when she said that “if you can’t 
feed one hundred children, then just feed 
one”. Thanks to the support of the Catho-
lic community in Scotland, they are now 
able to feed more than 1,000 children every 
day. The charity is ran entirely by volun-
teers who do the charity work in their spare 
time, so they find it particularly amazing 
that it has grown to the extent that it has.

 
One accomplishment their volunteers 

are particularly proud of is that they were 
able to secure a visa for a young pupil of St 
John’s, Alieu (Muhammed Cham) to come 
to Scotland. Alieu was born without ears, 
but the type of Deafness he had was en-
tirely treatable. Through a partnership with 
the NHS and ENT Surgeon Mr Iyer, Alieu 

was able to hear for the first time in his en-
tire life. Since this life-changing surgery, 
he has also learned how to speak and is 
now attending a mainstream school in The 
Gambia. During his time here he was able 
to meet and thank Bishops, parish priests 
and parishioners who had so faithfully sup-
ported his school over the past years.

The charity volunteers, fuelled by their 
faith and education, fund raise by visit-
ing different parishes across Scotland each 
weekend. As they now expand their efforts 
into the Diocese of Dunkeld, many of you 
will be meeting them and hearing more 
about their story in the months ahead.

 
Rebecca said that “We would all like 

to thank Bishop Robson for his support, 
which included a very generous donation 
of £500 from the Diocese. The fact that he 
has welcomed us into the parishes of his 
Diocese with such open arms is so heart-
warming. We would also like to thank the 
parish priests of the Diocese, who have 
been so keen to support us and invite us to 
tell our story in their parishes. 

St Therese, whose relics journeying so 
memorably through our Dioceses last 
year, said that “the Church has a Heart and 
this Heart is burning with love” - which 
has been precisely our experience of our 
Church here in Scotland. It is this heart of 
the Catholic Church, beating full of life, 
that makes our work in transforming the 
lives of over 1,000 children every day pos-
sible. To all the clergy and faithful of the 
Diocese of Dunkeld, we assure you of our 
continued prayers - and we thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts”.

Project Gambia says - 
thank you to the people 
of Dunkeld diocese

Rebecca and Aidan with Pope Francis
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Like many of you in the New Year of 
2020, I have resolved to take more ex-
ercise; and in this year of a significant 
birthday and a looming family wedding, 
I would like to lose a bit of weight and 
establish a healthier approach to eating. 
I am determined to fit into a dress that I 
bought in the January sales! 

Luckily for me, the discovery of an 
ancient wisdom floods our awareness 
in magazines, social media and conver-
sations with friends. The popular con-
sciousness has discovered the gift of 
fasting, more specifically intermittent 
fasting. No mystery of calorie counting, 
or expensive shakes; the secret to success 
in this approach is to eat less by fasting 
and the truly feast and enjoy in a specific 
time period, healthy and varied foods. 
And the health benefits of lower blood 
pressure, better cholesterol and weight 
loss are clear to all who are committed 
to persevering with this approach. Could 
our spiritual health be enhanced by a 
similar approach to fasting and feasting 
in Lent?  

Far from being a war against food this 
way of losing weight becomes a celebra-
tion. No longer harried by incessant food 
choices, there is the freedom of knowing 
meals need not be planned until a set 
time; the wrestling of conscience over 
which healthy snacks to eat vanishes; and 
there is the freedom and the desire to be 
productive and present to everyday tasks 
knowing that a wonderful satisfying feast 
awaits.

We do not spend our days eating and 
grazing, but looking forward to inten-
tional feasting! Even better, it can be sa-
voured without ambivalence or guilt!

The world is beginning to notice a wis-
dom that has long been a dimension of 
the Catholic Tradition, that fasting brings 
a deeper joy and anticipation to life and 
that sometimes to appreciate plenty we 
must experience a hunger and a desire for 
a future feast.

Our Lenten journey can be understood 

in this way, becoming more attentive to 
our spiritual hunger in order to be truly 
satisfied by the great Feast of Easter, the 
central mystery of our faith. Prayer, fast-
ing and almsgiving take on a more radi-
ant hue.

In order to understand the great gift of 
Christ’s presence in the world, it might be 
helpful to explore the Lenten experience 
in company with Jesus, and through that 
companionship see our fellow human 
beings with his eyes, the gaze of a loving 
God. Knowing oneself to be Beloved, can 
even help us to face trials, desolations and 
loneliness.

The revelation of Jesus’ true identity 
comes to us at the Feast of the Baptism of 
The Lord, when, we discover the life of the 
Trinity at work in the world, and hear the 
voice of The Father declare Jesus as The 
Beloved, and we witness the Holy Spirit 
descending from the heavens in the form 
of a dove. 

This anointing by the Spirit leads to a 
recognition of God’s saving plan. Unex-
pectedly, Jesus is driven into the wilder-
ness, to be tempted by deeply human de-
sires, facing the attraction and glamour 
of evil and being ministered to by angels.

The Baptism of Jesus is recorded in the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke and 
historians accept that this event was his-
torical. The account of Jesus withdrawing 
into the Wilderness for forty days and 
forty nights follows hard on the heels of 
this account, and forms the basis of our 
liturgical celebration of Lent, accompa-
nying Jesus in his humanity so that we 
may discover our vocation of Godliness 
through his mission as the anointed one, 
The Christ.

The temptations of Jesus help us to un-
derstand our own weakness and tendency 
to draw away from God. 

In the desert, Jesus experiences real 
gnawing hunger, and the devil, often de-
scribed as the enemy of our human na-
ture, tempts him to abuse his divinity by 

turning a stone into bread to satisfy his 
bodily hunger. Jesus is tempted but does 
not sin, replying that, “Man does not live 
by bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.”

The devil then appeals to Jesus’ human 
ego, taunting him by saying, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down. For 
it is written, ‘He will command his angels 
concerning you, and they will lift you up 
in their hands, so that you will not strike 
your foot against a stone.’ ” Jesus answers 
Satan simply, “It is also written: ‘Do not 
put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

This temptation to pride in his divinity 
is a real temptation, but Jesus dismisses it 
in humility, by showing reverence to the 
Father who has so recently announced 
him as a Beloved Son.

The last temptation of Jesus in the de-
sert experience is that earthly power. The 
Evil One tempts Jesus to kneel before 
him in return for all the kingdoms of the 
world. Jesus resists stating, “It is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God and serve 
him only.’” 

 
Whilst considering the temptations of 

Jesus in slightly different order, Matthew 
and Luke’s gospel list the three tempta-
tions. It is Matthew and Mark who say 
that when the devil had departed from 
him, that angels ministered to him.

Mark alone mentions that Jesus copes 
with the challenge of wild animals or 
brute beasts that figure in the later ac-
count of the Parable of the Prodigal Son. 
(Luke 15)

Jesus emerges from the desert strength-
ened in his sense of mission and acutely 
aware of the frailties and vulnerability 
of our shared human nature. Only then, 
does Jesus begin his public ministry of 
compassion and reconciliation. 

But what can these accounts mean for 
us on the threshold of Lent?

Perhaps it is only when we encounter 

Fasting and Feasting 
– a fresh look at Lent
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Members of the Dundee Italian community gathered for their Annual Mass with Bishop Stephen and their chaplain, 
Mgr Aldo, at St Bride’s Church, Monifieth. Photo - Eddie Mahoney

Dundee's Italian Community celebrates their Annual Mass

NEWS AND PICTURES FRO    

Maria Bartlett, a parishioner at St James’, 
Kinross, was presented with a Papal Award 
by her parish priest, Fr Martin Pletts, fol-
lowing Sunday Mass in her parish. 

The award of a Benemerenti Medal comes 
as a recognition of Maria’s great contribu-
tion to the life of the Church. Fr Pletts com-
mented, “It is a great service and it is right 
that it should be celebrated in this way.”

“It is good to rejoice in and give thanks 
for the way in which God works in and 
through us, and good to recognise the 
achievements of His grace in our lives – 

because God has touched and is touching 
many lives through Maria and her desire to 
be open to Him and responsive to the call 
of His Holy Spirit.”

Last year the parish celebrated 35 years 
of the Prayer Group in St James’ parish, 
and, whilst not failing to acknowledge the 
continued contributions of many others 
who have kept the group alive and vibrant, 
Maria has played an important role in its 
success.

“Maria has been a spiritual friend and 
confidante to many, and a tower of prayer, 

and your door is always open to those who 
need your counsel and spiritual support.”

“I know, too, that from the time of Mgr 
Donnachie who became Maria's spiritual 
director, that she has prayed with and sup-
ported many of the parish priests who have 
served here – including me… and she has 
offered practical support and kindness, 
hospitality and compassion. She has served 
as a reader, Extraordinary Minister of the 
Eucharist, member of the RCIA group, and 
engaged in prayer ministry, healing, and 
deliverance work. The work that she is do-
ing has now even taken her to represent our 
Diocese on the National Service Team of 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal."

“As we recognise the work of God in 
your life, Maria, we also rejoice in how 
God works in our lives too. We know that 
you have not done any of this to receive 
a medal and a parchment or any formal 
recognition, but you have done what you 
have done in an effort to love God and love 
your neighbour as Christ commands. To-
day’s celebration, whilst recognising what 
God has done for you, and how you have 
responded, is also a poignant reminder to 
each one of us of how the Lord is asking us 
to respond generously to His grace work-
ing in our lives in order that we may please 
Him, show His love to our neighbour, and 
receive the ultimate reward – the crown of 
eternal glory –  when we pass from this life 
into the next.”

Maria's Papal Medal is a cause 
of great parish and family joy

Photo - Eddie Mahoney
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St Bride's RC Church,  Monifieth - Thursday morning tea group pictured presenting a 
cheque for £50 to the Inclusion Group Dundee for their funds. Photo - Eddie Mahoney

Cathedral hosts 
Nightfever

NIGHTFEVER is an evening of Adoration 
and Outreach. The most recent one took place 
on Saturday 22nd February at St Andrew’s Ca-
thedral, Dundee. The evening started with Ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament from 7pm, to 
which everyone was made welcome. Volunteers 
were on hand to speak to people outside, on the 
street, inviting them to come into the Cathedral 
and pray, and light a candle. 

SVdP Kids Club
The Saint Vincent de Paul Society runs a club 

for children with additional needs. They meet 
every Thursday from 6.30-8.30pm at the King-
spark School Dundee. At the moment they are 
in need of more volunteers to run the club safely. 
If you think you can help, please contact us at 
ozana.club@gmail.com or 07575702739.

Alma Mater Fund 

Scottish university students who are experi-
encing an unexpected pregnancy are eligible to 
apply for The Alma Mater Fund. 

Call, text, or 
WhatsApp 07849 088 244
almamaterfund@gmail.com 
Facebook @almamaterfund

DPAPS 
Dundee Pregnancy and Parenthood Support 

is based at the former Lawside Convent; sup-
pling baby equipment & clothing; companion-
ship, appointments and help with accessing ben-
efits etc. Contact them on Facebook or phone 
07453 784295, confidentiality assured.

Mission Day
Sponsored by the Knights of Saint Columba,  

St Mungo’s, Alloa, held a Mission Day on 29th 
February 2020. The speakers were Fr Dorin 
(Mill Hill Fathers) who gave a talk on Mission 
Life in the Philippines, Falkland Islands & Af-
rica. He was followed by Clare Fulton from Aid 
to the Church in Need (ACN) whose talk ad-
dressed the subjects of Christian persecution 
and refugees.

Clergy appointment
Following the death of Fr Anthony McCarthy, 

Bishop Stephen Robson announced that, as 
from 1st February, 2020, Canon Kevin Golden 
VG was to be appointed as the permanent par-
ish priest of Our Lady of Good Counsel. He will 
also remain Administrator of St Andrew’s Ca-
thedral, Dundee.

At the Immaculate Conception, Lochee, 
Dundee, Catholic mothers with young chil-
dren are invited to 'come and join' the St 
Gerard Majella Mothers Group. St Gerard 
Majella (1726-1755), was a Redemptorist 
priest and is the Patron Saint of Expectant 
Mothers. The group meets on Fridays from 
9.30-11.30am in St Mary's Church Hall. Just 

like most baby and toddler groups, there is 
time for activities, toys, prayer and a cup of 
tea. They aim to meet to share friendship, 
faith and find support.

For more details please contact:
Rachel 07789 811946 
or Ruth 07858 774196 

St Gerard Majella Mothers Group in Lochee

St Bride's help for Dundee Inclusion Group

Confirmation Mass at St Joseph's, Dundee

Pupils from St Joseph's RC Primary, together with young adults from the parish, 
with their parish priest Fr Gregory Murphy, Deacon Ron Wylie and Bishop Stephen

Photo - Eddie Mahoney

Photo - Eddie Mahoney

   M AROUND THE PARISHES
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To celebrate National Storytelling 
Week, residents from Renaissance Care’s 
Beech Manor Care Home in Blairgowrie 
have re-lived some of their most treas-
ured memories and shared their favourite 
life stories with children from St Stephens 
Primary, as part of a special project.

Four residents from the care home were 
interviewed by the primary pupils, who 
plan to bring the senior citizen’s moments 
to life through a range of creative subjects 
including art, drama and literacy.

The children aged between 10 and 11 will 
read the stories and memories back to care 
home residents in March to mark Inter-
generational Week. During the storytelling 
sessions, the children were given a glimpse 
into what life what was like for the residents 
born almost three generations apart.

Residents Dave, Beryl, Maureen and Ja-
net relived their youth as they shared sto-
ries with four pupils who will be their dedi-
cated story-tellers, helping their classmates 
to recreate the memories in their chosen 
form.

This project is part of a successful, on-
going partnership between St Stephen’s 
and the Blairgowrie care home, which is 
managed by Renaissance Care. Now in its 
fourth year, the partnership sees pupils visit 
the home weekly, which has became an im-
portant and much loved part of the school’s 
curriculum, providing pupils with an al-
ternative learning environment, which can 
aid those for whom traditional classroom 
education does not offer optimal learning 
opportunities.

By enveloping this partnership into their 
general curriculum, St Stephen’s pupils have 
benefitted from improved citizenship skills, 
literacy and general health and wellbeing. 
The strong relationships built between the 
pupils and the residents has even extended 
to some of the children visiting their new 
friends during their weekends.

Sheila Baxter, activities co-ordinator at 
Renaissance Care’s Beech Manor home, 
said: “The residents love sharing their sto-
ries with the children during their weekly 
visit, so National Storytelling Week gives us 
a great opportunity to work together and 
use these stories as an educational experi-
ence for the kids.

“Interacting and sharing with the chil-
dren is such a cherished part of the resi-
dent’s life at Beech Manor and they are re-
ally looking forward to seeing their stories 
brought to life by their friends at St Ste-
phen’s Primary in March.”

Mr Simon McKell, head teacher at St 
Stephen’s Roman Catholic Primary School, 
said: “When speaking to the children about 

their experiences in school and what they 
enjoy most, the visits to Beech Manor Care 
Home are consistently at the forefront. Our 
pupils and the residents have developed 
real friendships which offer both parties a 
different perspective on life. The children 
have loved listening to the stories by Dave, 
Beryl, Janet and Maureen, and are looking 
forward to retelling their tales through art, 
drama and story-writing, and presenting 
them back to their friends at the care home 
at Intergenerational Week in March.”

St Stephen’s Primary applied for funding 
through the Gannochy Trust to support 
this project and to aid in their search for 
a local artist who would assist in capturing 
and representing the resident’s stories in 
comic form. 

NATIONAL STORYTELLING WEEK COMES ALIVE IN BLAIRGOWRIE

'Once upon a time' - generating 
memorable and cherished links

If you are a local artist who wishes to get involved, please contact St Stephen’s Primary, Blairgowrie
















