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Pope Francis has once again called on 
Catholics to join the ecumenical Season 
of Creation, which started on 1st Septem-
ber, the World Day of Prayer for the Care 
of Creation, and ends on 4th October, the 
Feast Day of St Francis of Assisi, the Pa-
tron Saint of Ecology.

Pope Francis has called the Church 
worldwide to take action for our common 
home during the Season of Creation which, 
this year, is themed 'A home for all? Renew-
ing the Oikos of God'

In this month's 'Pope Video', the Holy 
Father's global initiative developed by the 
Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network (an 
Apostleship of Prayer, he encourages each 
of us to question the way we live, and to 
turn “towards lifestyles that are simpler and 
more respectful of the environment.”

Across Dunkeld diocese, parishes and 
groups are already responding to this call. 
At St Andrew's Cathedral Dundee, a Holy 
Hour of Adoration, Praise and Intercession 
is planned for 3pm, on Sunday 24th Octo-
ber.

 
In his 2015 encyclical, Laudato Si', Pope 

Francis said: “We also encourage bishops 
and ecclesial bodies to make statements to 
raise awareness about the Season of Crea-
tion, helping the faithful to realize that ‘liv-
ing our vocation to be protectors of God’s 

handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it 
is not an optional or a secondary aspect of 
our Christian experience’” 

(LS 217)

The 2021 Season of Creation comes just 
a few weeks before the UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP26), scheduled to take 
place from November 1-12 in Glasgow, 
Scotland - and the Holy Father plans to 
take part in the event in person. 

It also comes on the heels of a dismal, 
recently-released UN climate report which 
makes it clear that we are running out of 
time to avert the worst effects of the eco-
logical crisis and the climate emergency. 

Parishes and organisations within the 
are encouraged to engage with the Season 
of Creation by registering today and then 
downloading the free Season of Creation 
Celebration Guide, which is packed with 
ideas about how to  lead your community 
in caring for creation -https://seasonofcrea-
tion.org/

The 52-page guide is full of ways Chris-
tians and other communities can partici-
pate in the annual celebration of prayer and 
action for our common home.

Scan this QR code with 
your phone for a link

Pope's call to Season of CreationPope's call to Season of Creation
Protecting God's Protecting God's 
HandiworkHandiwork  
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Diocese of Dunkeld Catholic Chaplains
to Ninewells, Royal Victoria Hospitals and Roxburghe House

Direct Line 07821 624124
Patients with foreknowledge of their admission to hospital 

should endeavour to seek the Sacrament of the Sick 
from their Parish Priest beforehand

Please be aware that it is necessary to make an express re-
quest (using this number or via the staff) for a hospital visit, 

as admission lists are no longer passed on to the chaplain

NHS Tayside Switchboard 01382 660111
Use this number to request an emergency alert 

to be sent to the hospital pager of the priest on call
www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk/hospital

Two new 
Permanent 
Deacons

Congratulations to Dunkeld’s two 
newest Permanent Deacons – Bert Mill-
er, St Anthony’s Kirriemuir, (left) and 
Jim Leary (Ss Peter & Paul’s Dundee) – 
ordained by Bishop Stephen Robson in 
St Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee, on Sun-
day 30th May, 2021.

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney

Dunkeld’s 
priests 
gather to plan 
for the future 

The Deanery of Dundee, consisting of 
the priest of our city churches, meets on 
Monday 20th of September at 2pm in St 
Mary’s Forebank, where discussions will 
continue regarding a thorough assessment 
of the present, but with an eye too for plan-
ning for the future. 

Similar deanery meetings have been tak-

ing places across Dunkeld Diocese. Bishop 
Stephen invites all to join their prayers with 
his for the Holy Spirit to guide them as they 
seek to find the best way forward.

All the priests of the Diocese have also 
been invited by the Bishop to attend a Day 
of Recollection Tuesday 16th - Thursday 
18th November at St Mary’s Kinnoull, in 
Perth.

It will be an occasion which will involve 
further evaluation of questionnaries, inter-
views, and the exchange of important up to 
date parochial and demographic informa-
tion in light of this period of the pandemic; 
examining in particular the patterns of 
sacramental practice and measures which 
have adversely affected the parishes over 
recent years.

Nunraw Abbey 
is open again for 
private retreats

The Guesthouse at Nunraw Abbey, near 
Haddington,  has now reopened and book-
ings can be made via guesthouse@nun-
rawabbey.com Telephone - 01620 670096 
between the hours of 10am and 11.30am or 
2.30pm and 4.30pm. 

The recently opened Guesthouse at the 
Cisterian Abbey is now ready to receive 
guests and offers 9 rooms available includ-
ing a disabled access room on the ground 
floor and 2 family rooms with 3 beds.  They 
offer full board and every room has an en-
suite facility.
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Everyone tries to find a meaning 
in life. It is never easy. However 
in the days of lockdown and then 

the months that have followed, with the 
Covid virus still rampant, people have re-
sponded in a variety of ways.

It is true that many no longer attend 
church, while others have opted to watch 
Mass on social media. I am aware of the 
statistic that the amount of alcohol con-
sumed during the lockdown has rocketed, 
and family tensions have increased. And 
still we have these two different views: one 
trying to cope with the awfulness, and the 
loneliness and the isolation of living with 
the pandemic, and the other living as peo-
ple of faith.

Some people seem to have lost their faith 
in God. Others have dabbled at the edges 
of their religious faith, while others yet 
again have become very conscious of the 
fragility of life and relationships. I think it 
is for this reason that we in the monastery 
on Kinnoull Hill have received more and 
more prayer requests in these past months, 
and have lit candles and offered Masses for 
those in dire and painful situations and for 
their loved ones.

Even people who no longer identify 
themselves as practising Catholics, have 
some sense that there is something bigger 
than the lives we are leading, the illnesses 
we are encountering, and the domestic is-
sues we have to face.

And this has a name. The name is God. 
And this is the God “who so loved the 
world that He sent his only begotten Son” 
Jesus remains the Way the Truth and the 
Life – and also offers the opportunity for 
people to connect with something bigger 
than themselves.

Recently someone said to me that they 
had been to three humanist funerals and 
he said they were thoroughly enjoyable. 
He told me that, “the minister had us in fits 
of laughter and told lots of jokes and eve-
rybody was very happy”. Then this person 
said to me, “Why don’t you take it up, Fa-

ther? They pay well and you would be good 
at it“.

My response was, “I wouldn’t do it be-
cause I’m not an entertainer. I am a priest. 
I am a Catholic priest, and my job is not to 
entertain people but to engage them with 
mystery”. There is something greater in 
life than making people feel happy for half 
an hour, and I believe it is offering them 
something much more substantial. It is of-
fering them the faith which has been alive 
for over 2000 years. It is about our belief in 
Jesus who died and rose from the dead and 
who loves each human being. Jesus who 
said “I no longer call you servants, I call 
you friends”. Jesus who said, “As the Father 
has loved me so have I loved you. Remain 
in my love.” 

Why am I writing this in our Dunkeld 
News? I am writing this because our people 
deserve more than the media offers them. 
They deserve more than crumbs of scan-
dalous information which might titivate 
their minds. Our people deserve something 
substantial; and that is nothing less than 
the Gospel message of love, the message of 
following Jesus.

People ask me, when this pandemic is 
over, do you think that people will return 
to church? I have no crystal ball and I have 
no idea whether they will or not. All I know 
is that in our churches Jesus remains in the 
Blessed Sacrament “awaiting calling and 
welcoming” all who would come to visit 
him. He is present at Sunday Mass when 
his Word is broken and when the Eucharist 
is broken for our nourishment. And we are 
reminded in the Apostolic Exhortation by 
Pope Francis ‘The Joy of the Gospel’ that 
the Eucharist is not a reward for the per-
fect, but a medicine and nourishment for 
the weak on the journey.

Here in Kinnoull Monastery more and 
more of our ordinary people are book-
ing up for private retreats or a few days of 
rest and reflection. I think in the past they 
thought that this was for the clergy and the 
Sisters. Now they see fresh possibilities for 
their own emotional and spiritual health.

Recently Fr McManus offered a course 
on the Spirituality of Self-Esteem, and I 
was amazed that it was oversubscribed. So 
much so, that we are offering another one 
in November. This might seem like a free 
plug for our ministry. But it is also a genu-
ine offer for our deep renewal of our lives. 
Likewise our Advent retreat is beginning to 
fill up: and of course I am delighted to tell 
you that our Bishop and all his priests from 
the diocese will be coming to make their re-
treat here for a few days. What a grace for 
us and for them.

In the monastery we pray morning, noon 
and evening together; and we pray for the 
diocese and for the many people who are 
suffering in such a variety of ways. How-
ever we also pray in thanksgiving for all 
the amazing things that occur among us. In 
visiting personal sick friends, I am always 
amazed at the dedication of the staff, but 
also of the gratitude of so many people who 
are delighted to be offered the opportunity 
to be prayed with and encouraged in their 
lives.

So for those of you reading this latest edi-
tion of the Dunkeld News, be of good heart. 
God is above all. We are all on a journey, 
and as you know it takes many twists and 
turns - and even at times we come to a dead 
end and have to start again. But the won-
derful thing is that it is an adventure, and in 
this adventure we are never alone. Remem-
ber the words of Jesus, “Behold I am with 
you always, yes to the end of time”.

The community at Kinnoull Monastery 
send you kind wishes and assure you of our 
prayers. We look forward to welcoming you 
as individuals, as families, as sodalities, as 
parish groups or in whatever capacity you 
feel the need for God’s assistance. You can 
contact us at info@kinnoullmonastery.co.uk.

In the meantime, let us just continue to 
pray for each other and to ask our Mother 
of Perpetual Help, who is the patron of the 
monastery church, to accompany us in a 
special way in our daily journeys.

Fr. Ronald J. McAinsh, C.Ss.R.

Finding God in these Finding God in these 
Covid and post Covid daysCovid and post Covid days



page 4

MARION DUFFY WRITES - It seemed 
fitting that a son of the parish Christopher 
Doig would choose the liturgy and theme 
of the Feast of St Joseph for a return to his 
home roots to celebrate his first Mass as an 
ordained priest. St Joseph is remembered 
for saying ‘yes’ to God, for his sense of duty, 
commitment to family, courage and stead-
fastness in his role as husband and father, 
qualities required in plenty of a priest who 
will be father to all who come to him. Fr 
Chris was ordained in Aberdeen by Bishop 
Hugh Gilbert on the 16th July 2021 but 
returned to his boyhood parish to offer a 
Mass of thanksgiving to God, with his fam-
ily, the clergy and parishioners in St Ste-
phen’s Blairgowrie, on the 21st July.

Parish Priest Fr Gregory Umunna con-
celebrated, and Deacon Malcolm Hutch-
ison assisted at the Mass with Fr Chris. The 
parishioners were delighted to witness ‘one 
of their own’ at the start of his priestly life. 

Fr Chris, aged 32, son of Alec and Kamila 
Doig, was brought up in Blairgowrie along 
with his sisters Kasia and Natalia. He at-
tended St Columba’s High School in Perth 
before taking up Hispanic Studies at The 
University of Aberdeen.  While there he 
was an active member of the Catholic Stu-
dents Society and after graduating in 2011 
would spend time working behind the 
scenes in St Mary’s Parish in Aberdeen.  He 
also experienced the secular world of work 

with a Spanish energy company in Glasgow 
before moving to Rome in 2014 to begin his 
journey to the priesthood.

In Rome, Chris attended the Pontifical 
Scots College, inaugurated by Pope Clem-
ent VIII, in 1600 ‘…to erect with Apostolic 
authority in perpetuity a College under the 
name of the Scottish Nation, in which suit-
ably qualified youths and young men of 
the same nation are to be formed in mo-
rality, true piety and healthy doctrine, and 
imbued with other virtues worthy of the 
Christian name.’

He featured strongly in the BBC Scotland 
‘Priest School’ documentary in 2019 which 
attracted the highest viewing figures of any 
digital channel in Scotland that week.

He also studied philosophy at the Pon-
tifical University of St Thomas Aquinas 
and theology at the Pontifical  Gregorian 
University; and is currently continuing his 
studies at the Augustinian Patristic Insti-
tute, returning to Rome for his final year to 
complete his course in Patrology.

After the Mass, parishioner Pat McCarthy 
reflected on the boy who was influenced, 
guided and supported in his formation as a 
Christian and expressed the joy felt among 
her fellow parishioners at his becoming the 
fifth priest born and raised in Blairgowrie.  
Some could remember the most recent 
one – Monsignor James Quinn ordained in 
1917 and died in 1971.  For most, however, 
this was their first opportunity to welcome 
one of their own to celebrate Mass.

Parishioners presented Fr Chris with four 
sets of liturgical robes to accompany him 
wherever he travels during his priesthood. 
Fr Gregory congratulated him on behalf of 
the whole parish and reminded him of the 
example set by St Joseph, before inviting all 
present to enjoy a slice of celebratory cake 
in the parish courtyard (below). The sun 
shone, social distancing had just been re-
duced, and clergy and parishioners enjoyed 
reconnecting on this special occasion. 

Fr Chris expressed his own feelings as he 
commented “It gives me great joy to come 
back to my home parish where I grew up 
as a boy, and stand before the altar and say 
thanks to the people who helped to bring 
me up in the faith.” 

Proud parents, Kamila and Alec Doig with the newly ordained Fr Chris Doig 
– and Deacon Malcolm Hutchison (left) and Fr Gregory Umunna (right)

Newly ordained Fr Chris enkindles 
Faith of the Fathers as he gives 
thanksgiving in his home parish
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An extraordinary parishioner at St Ber-
nadette’s, Tullibody, who saved escaped 
prisoners of war as an Italian partisan 
during WWII, before marrying one, cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday on Saturday, 
June 19, some 77 years after she arrived 
in Scotland on a landing craft, having fled 
war-torn Italy.

All those decades ago, Grace, who lives in 
Alloa, was helping escaped prisoners of war 
in Italy’s Abruzzo region as a young wom-
an. That’s when she met her husband to be, 
Charles Glendinning, who had escaped his 
captors along with other soldiers.

Grace, or Gracie, was involved in looking 
after Charles and the men, hiding them and 
ultimately saving their lives. It is a tale of 
bravery and romance worthy of the silver 
screen, with the climax retold by Grace’s 
daughter Diana McLean.

Grace said “My father was captured again 
and he actually jumped from a moving 
truck with another man to escape because 
they knew they were going to be shot be-
cause they had escaped before.”

“One of the men was shot or beaten to 
death but my father got away and my moth-
er got the message.

“By this time the Allies were moving 
north, my father had the opportunity to 
join with the army.”

“He told his commanding officer what 
had happened, in the meantime he had 
married my mother in secret.”

“He told the commanding officer he had 
a wife and he would go back for her after 
the war, and the commanding officer told 
him to take a vehicle and go and bring her 
back.”

Charles, who was in the Scots Guard 
when he was captured in Africa before be-
ing moved to the Abruzzo region, eventu-
ally returned to Scotland with Grace and 
the pair settled down, starting a family.

Recently, Grace enjoyed a small birth-
day party organised by friends at Alloa Old 
People’s Welfare Club. It was to be a double 
bill with fellow centenarian Jean Bradley, 
but Jean was unfortunately unable to attend 
on the day. Grace was also a leading vol-
unteer at Alloa Volunteer Centre and was 
given a surprise by members of the club 
as well as by Deputy Lord Lieutenant John 
MacPherson.

Fr Mike Freyne, her parish priest at St 
Bernadette’s, Tullibody, said, “Grace comes 
to church nearly every Saturday morn-
ing and Sunday. She actually belongs to St 
Mungo’s parish but for many, many years 
has come to Mass at St Bernadette’s. It is 
simply easier for her.”

“She crosses the patch of grass in front of 
her house and is at the bus stop. She catches 
the bus to Tullibody for Mass. Most week-
ends now her friends pick her up in the car 
but Grace is still healthy and can be seen in 
town with her bag on wheels doing her own 
shopping.  Grace has a wonderful smile and 
is always laughing!”

Grace celebrates 100th birthday 
with her family and friends

New norms 
for Latin Mass

In his Motu Proprio ‘Traditionis Cus-
todes’ (Keepers of the Tradition), Pope 
Francis has abrogated the general per-
mission or faculty for priests to cel-
ebrate the Mass according to the 1962 
Missale Romanum of Saint John XXIII.  
The faculty of celebrating this Mass in 
what Pope Benedict XVI had called the 
Extraordinary form has been severely 
restricted, and it now requires the Dioc-
esan Bishop to authorise the celebrant, 
and time and place of its celebration.  

Bishop Stephen Robson said, “The pa-
pal document included no ‘vacatio legis’, 
which means that it was to be imple-
mented with Immediate effect. Conse-
quently, it has not been possible to make 
timely arrangements so that the Tradi-
tional Latin Mass can be celebrated ac-
cording to the new norms.”

“I have now granted the necessary fac-
ulty to celebrate this Mass according to 
the present arrangements now in place, 
until necessary provisions can be made 
to satisfy the implementation of the new 
norms. This means that the present cir-
cumstances are presumed to continue 
until any necessary future changes may 
be made.” 

“Currently, the only Sunday celebra-
tion of the Pre-conciliar Mass in the Di-
ocese of Dunkeld is celebrated on Sun-
day mornings at 11.30am in the Church 
of St Patrick in Stobswell, Dundee, by Fr 
Ninian Doohan.”
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Parishioners of the Holy Family, Dun-
blane, gathered for Mass in the grounds 
of the Society of African Missionaries, the 
SMA Fathers – the occasion was the 65th 
Anniversary of the Ordination of Mgr Basil 
O’Sullivan.

Born in Wales in 1932, Monsignor Basil 
O’Sullivan spent his youth in Cork, Ireland 
where he attended both the North Monas-
tery School and St Finnbarr’s College. He 
trained for the priesthood at Dublin’s All 
Hallows College and, in 1956, became an 
ordained priest for the Diocese of Dunkeld, 
Scotland. Monsignor O’Sullivan then stud-
ied at Gregorian University, Rome, where 
he received his license in Canon Law. Sub-
sequently, he became the chaplain at the 
University of Dundee, and then priest of 
two parishes before arriving at the Holy 
Family, Dunblane in 1988, where he has re-
mained ever since.

Mike Robbins, chairman of the Holy 
Family parish council, said;  “Since his ar-
rival in Dunblane in 1988 he has continued 
to build our church, spiritually and physi-
cally. We have celebrated many happy occa-
sions over the years, from First Holy Com-
munions to our first pilgrimage to Rome. 
He has led our community through some 
dark times, notably the tragedy in 1996, 
supporting those directly affected, our pa-
rishioners and the wider community of 
Dunblane are marking the Anniversary, in 
the best traditions of the Church.

The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Ste-
phen Robson and the priests of the deanery, 

Fr Mike Freyne MHM, Fr Michael Carrie, Fr 
Brian McLean and Fr Leszek Więcaszek SAC. 

The occasion began with a series of pres-
entations, announced by Mike Robbins.
These were carried out by the some of the 
youngest parishioners – including a spirit-
ual bouquet of prayers for Monsignor Basil, 
a cheque from the parishioners, a cake and 
a beautifully crafted scaled model of the 
Holy Family Church. 

Finally, a DVD with a series of video 
messages from groups in the parish bring 
good wishes from the wider community, 
including those from Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Succour, Auchterarder.

Among those who took part in the Mass 
– Mgr Basil’s great niece, Georgina Blyth 
seen above with Mgr Basil, who read the 
first reading and led the Prayers of the 
Faithful.

Bishop Stephen Robson congratulated 
Mgr Basil on achieving this great anniver-
sary. “On behalf of all the priests, Religious 
and People of the diocese, I wish to thank 
him most sincerely for his wonderful ex-
ample of priestly service to us all.  He has 
always been there for his people, through 
thick and thin, serving with fidelity and 
love.  I wish him ‘Ad Multos Annos’ on 
this very significant anniversary, and God’s 
blessings on his future among us.”

Photos courtesy of Andrew Mitchell

Proud family occasion with (l-r) - Andrew Veal, Penny Veal (niece), Mgr Basil, Georgina (great niece) and her husband Rob Blyth.

Mgr Basil O’Sullivan celebrates 
65 years of priesthood
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At St Mungo’s, Alloa, Brother Brian Bea-
ton, Provincial Grand Knight of Province 
3 of the Knights of St Columba, presented 
parish priest Fr Michael Carrie with a Chap-

lain’s Collar (pictured above). Fr Michael 
took over the role from Mgr John Canon 
Harty who died earlier this year. Brother 
Brian said, “Province 3 and Council 636 are 

extremely grateful to Bishop Stephen Rob-
son for appointing Fr Michael as Chaplain 
to Council 636. We wish Fr Michael all the 
best in his new post and the Brother looked 
forward to seeing him at Council 636 meet-
ings.”

At an earlier ceremony, (bottom left) the 
Knights of St Columba from Councils 40, 
636 and 981, together with Provincial Of-
ficers, saw Br Sandy Kopyto (Fife) and Br 
Jamie Carrick (St Andrews & Edinburgh) 
raised to Full Knighthood. From left to 
right in the picture are, Br John Fern (Pro-
vincial Membership/Development Officer); 
Br Jamie Carrick (Council 40); Fr Michael 
Carrie ( Parish Priest of St Mungo’s); Br 
Brian Beaton (PGK Province 3): Br Sandy 
Koptyo (Council 981); Br Jim Bryce (Pro-
vincial Treasurer and Master of Ceremo-
nies).

Editor’s note - photos need to be at a high 
enough resolution for printing - .jpg files at 
150dpi or better are preferred - and at least 
1400px on the their longest side. As a rough 
guide - the file size might be around 2-3mb 
or bigger.

Please be aware that some email settings 
shrink your photos and reduce their qual-
ity. If you are in doubt - please email dun-
keldnews@dunkelddiocese.co.uk for advice. 
Thank you.

Fr Michael Carrie is the Knights 
of St Columba’s new chaplain in Alloa

Bob Corrieri, St James’, Kinross being presented with the Bene Merenti medal by Bishop 
Stephen for his work within the parish over the years - particularly with the Society of St 

Vincent De Paul. Bob is currently President of the SVdP in Kinross. Fr Martin Pletts (right) 
spoke of the selfless dedication of Bob in his work for the parish and the wider community.

Papal medal for SVDP President in Kinross

Bill Buttar, a dedicated 80-year-old at 
St Ninian’s, Dundee, was awarded a Bene 

Merenti for his devoted services to the Society 
of St Vincent de Paul (Scotland) both in Glas-
gow and at his parish of St Ninan’s, Dundee.

Bill Buttar’s Bene Merenti
at St Ninian’s, Dundee

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney
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NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND THE PARISHESNEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND THE PARISHESNEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND THE PARISHES

Mgr Ken McCaffrey, parish priest at 
Ss Peter & Paul’s, Dundee, congratulated 
parishioner Mrs Fiona McLagan on her 
retirement after ten years as headteacher 
at the city’s St John’s High School. “What 
a wonderful contribution she has made 
to Catholic Education and to enhancing 
Marist Values,” said Mgr McCaffrey.

Ron Anderson, parishioner of Our Lady of Sorrows, Fintry, Dundee, was presented with 
the Bene Merenti Medal for his sterling work over the years in the parish. The presentation 
was made by his parish priest, by Fr Samuel Alabi MSP.

NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND THE PARISHES

Congratulations to Sean McFarlane, a 
parishioner at Ss Peter & Paul’s RC Church, 
Dundee. He was the winner of the Cleary 
Cup for fostering links between his school, 
St John’s High School, Dundee, and his 
parish. Sean is pictured here with Mgr Ken 
McCaffrey, his parish priest.

Mgr Hamish Stuart’s 
chalice at Lochee

Recently, the Immaculate Conception 
Church in Lochee saw the return of  a 
chalice that had originally been given to 
Mgr Hamish Stuart by ‘parishioners of 
Lochee with every blessing and thanks’.

Fr Mark Cassidy, parish priest at 
Lochee, said, “the chalice had suffered 
a little damage. We have had it restored 
and it is now in magnificent condition 
and back in use again in St Mary’s as we 
continue to give thanks for Mgr Stuart’s 
dedicated service to the parish.”

Bishop Stephen (centre), Fr Andrew Marshall (left) and Deacon Arthur Grant (right) 
with staff and pupils from St Thomas’ RC Primary, Arbroath on Confirmation Day

 - Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney

Ss Peter & Paul’s 
Dundee

Fintry parishioner’s service 
is recognised by the Pope

Confirmations at St Thomas’, Arbroath
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Fr Johney Raphael CST celebrated Mass 
with Bishop Stephen Robson, Canon 
Kevin Golden, Fr Mark Cassidy, Fr Sam-
uel Alabi MSP and Fr Michael Carrie, in 
St Ninian’s Church, Dundee, on Tuesday 
15th June 2021 at 7pm on the occasion of 
his 25th Anniversary of Ordination to the 
priesthood.

Fr Johney was born in Kerela in India, 
where he entered the religious life as a 
member of the Congregation of St Ther-
ese of the Child Jesus. He was ordained in 
1996 and came to the Dunkeld Diocese 
just over 5 years ago.

The Mass was relayed by livestream to 
Fr Johney’s family who were watching 
from India. 

St Ninian’s and St Clement’s  mark Fr Johney’s 25th anniversary

The view from the steps of St Ninian’s RC Church, Dundee, must be one of the finest of 
any church in the country! It takes in a great expanse of McGonagle’s ‘Silvery Tay’. Surely 
that was the inspiration for its parishioners to embark on a parish beach clean during the 
summer. Twenty members from the joint parishes of St Ninian’s and St Clement’s, together 
with Fr Johney Raphael (parish priest), took part amassing a total of 12kg of rubbish.

Cleaning up on their doorstep at St Ninian’sCleaning up on their doorstep at St Ninian’s

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney

 Madonna and Child Blessing 
at St Pius X, Dundee
At St Pius X, Dundee, Mr Grzegorz Li-

zon made a little shrine for the statue of 
Our Lady and the Child Jesus. The wooden 
statue is a hand carved 19th century copy 
of a medieval German Madonna, donated 
from  the estate of Mrs Ursula Collins, who 
was buried on the (old) feast day of Pope St 
Pius X, the 3rd September, last year. 

The parish celebrated the 60th anniver-
sary of the solemn blessing of the Church 
and consecration of the High  Altar (13th 
May 1961 by Bishop William Hart) on the 
Saturday closest to this old calendar feast 
day, remembering the laying of the founda-
tion stone on the 3rd September 1959. 

Alongside the blessing of this shrine, the 
parishioners sang hymns and consecrat-
ed the parish to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. We celebrated further with a book & 
bric-a-brac sale in the Parish Hall, a choco-
late tombola and other delights, a bouncy 
castle for  the children, and a few hours of 
fun before the regular Saturday afternoon 
confessions and Vigil Mass. Families gather at St Pius X for the blessing of the Shrine - Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahonney

NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND THE PARISHES
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First Holy Communion - St John the Baptist, Perth 

First Holy Communion - St Pius X, Dundee

First Holy Communion - St Fillan’s, Crieff

Sacrament of Confirmation, Our Lady of Sorrows, Dundee

Sacrament of Confirmation, Our Lady of Sorrows, Dundee
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Sacrament of Confirmation - Our Lady of Sorrows, Dundee 

Sacrament of Confirmation - Our Lady of Sorrows, Dundee First Holy Communion - St Mungo’s, Alloa

First Holy Communion - St Mungo’s, Alloa



page 12

It was a particularly special day in May 
this year when I, along with three others 
from Glasgow, Dumfries, and Galashiels, 
was ordained to the Diaconate. We were 
in the Scots’ College Chapel, in Rome, 
surrounded by our College community 
and kneeling before Archbishop Arthur 
Roche. He gave us some very personal 
and moving words in his homily before 
the laying on of hands, the moment when 
we became part of the Sacred Order of 
Deacons, ordained for service and to pro-
claim the Word of God. We hear about 
the establishment of the Diaconate in the 
Acts of the Apostles when seven men are 
called to help in the distribution of food 
to those in need, and “they presented 
these men to the apostles, who prayed 
and laid their hands on them” (Acts 6:6). 
This moment in the Acts of the Apostles 
is still the model for the ordination, and 
for the service, of deacons in the Church.

Normally, we would have been sur-
rounded by family and friends, invited out 
to celebrate with us and often for the first 
time seeing the place where we have lived, 
studied, and prayed for the past five or six 
years. Unfortunately, circumstances pre-
vented this, but the day was no less special 
for it.

This moment represents one of the final 
stages in preparation for Ordination to the 
Priesthood which, God willing, will take 
place next summer in St Andrew’s Cathe-
dral, Dundee. I first enquired about semi-
nary over six years ago and find myself ap-
proaching the end of a journey. I have spent 
the past few years studying: Philosophy and 
Theology; Italian, Latin, and Greek; Sacred 
Scripture and Moral Theology. It has been 
enjoyable and challenging. But the heart of 
my preparation comes during these sum-
mer months when I have the opportunity 
to serve in parishes, to learn from parish 
priests and parishioners, to live out the vo-
cation to which I believe God is calling me. 
This summer has been even more impor-
tant – I have the opportunity to live out the 
diaconal ministry for which I was ordained 
in May. I have been assisting at the Altar 
and Preaching at the Cathedral for much of 
the summer, and occasionally in St Mary’s 
Lochee and Our Lady of Good Counsel, 

Broughty Ferry. I am writing this article 
from St Fillan’s, Crieff, where I am spend-
ing a couple of weeks – visiting the schools 
here and in Perth, and HMP Glenochil. 

I cannot deny that Rome has its delights 
– the beautiful baroque churches of Bernini 
and Borromini, the sublime paintings by 
Caravaggio and Raphael and Michaelan-
gelo, the delectable pasta and sumptuous 
tiramisu. But the whole point of this voca-
tion, this call, is service in our diocese, and 
it is these summer placements which drive 
us on when the exams are weighing heavily 
upon us or we are trying to come up with 
another 10 pages for a paper due for a semi-
nar.

I will return to Rome in September, and 
after my priestly ordination will have to 
spend a final year there to finish my pre-
sent studies. I am specialising in the study 
of “Patristics”, or the writings of the Church 
Fathers, the early Christian writers and 
thinkers who, after the Ascension of Our 
Lord developed how we think and talk 
about God. This has required me to spend 
the past year learning Latin and Greek, 
which were the common languages of the 
Mediterranean world in the centuries af-
ter Christ. The earliest Church Fathers 
were taught by the Apostles themselves: St 
Polycarp, writing and preaching in Smyrna 
(now known as Izmir in Turkey) was a dis-
ciple of St John, as may have been St Igna-
tius of Antioch; St Clement of Rome knew 
St Peter during his time there.

Later there come some more recognis-
able names, such as St Augustine, and St 
Ambrose, up to St Gregory the Great. The 
Church Fathers gave us the prayers which 
we use during Mass – the First Eucharistic 
Prayer or “Canon of the Mass” is the fruit 
of their prayer and thought, the version we 
have now having been “finalised” as it were 
by Pope St Gregory the Great, but with 
much earlier origins. The Creed which we 
recite at Mass is a distillation of the teach-
ing of the Church Fathers produced from 
their discussions at the early Councils, as 
they sought to try to speak about God and 
Christ. They gave us some familiar words 
and terminology which we here at Mass 
and quite broadly – whenever we speak of 

the Trinity or the Sacraments, the Moth-
er of God or the Saints in heaven, we are 
knowingly or unknowingly drawing on the 
wide treasury of teaching of the Church Fa-
thers.

Over the course of the 20th century, and 
importantly in the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, there was a great appeal to the works 
of the Church Fathers: a ressourcement, or 
“return to the sources”. The Church Fathers 
in their writings provided a key element 
on which the Church could rely during 
that time of upheaval and change in self-
understanding, and there was a rediscovery 
of many of the Fathers’ writings, which had 
been marginalised or neglected in some ar-
eas of theological discussion. The Church 
Fathers could be used to reinvigorate the 
practice and understanding of the Faith in 
the modern world. In spite of their distance 
in time from us, their writings are peren-
nially relevant. They wrote overwhelmingly 
in a pastoral context, to teaching and to 
preach. They lived in times of upheaval, per-
secution, and war; they had times of peace 
and prosperity; they struggled as a radical 
minority in the world and had moments of 
Christian hegemony. Their experiences are 
no less varied than ours and their context is 
in some cases not dissimilar.

As I begin this year of preparation for 
ordination next summer, the example and 
writings of the Fathers will undoubtedly 
be of great support, mentally and spiritu-
ally. Of greater support still, however, will 
be the memory of time spent in the sum-
mer in parishes and knowledge that once 
I have finished, I will be back and serving 
were God is calling me to be.

Cathedral parishioner, Malcolm Hutchison, strengthened by pastoral placements  

Taking the final steps towards 
his Priestly Ordination
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Fr Michael Carrie has commissioned a 
statue of St Mungo to mark the 60th an-
niversary of the opening of the present 
church and also as a memorial to the late 
Mgr Harty. The statue will be blessed by 
Bishop Stephen during Mass to mark the 
60th anniversary on Tuesday 21st Septem-
ber.

Donations are invited towards the cost 
of the statue, from parishioners past and 
present, from far and wide, please place it 
in an envelope marked ‘St Mungo Statue’ 
and either put it through the letter box of 
the chapel house or place it in the offertory 
basket.

New statue in 
memory of 
Mgr Harty

Charis McCrosson and Joseph Soares were married in St Joseph’s RC Church Dundee. 
The service was conducted by Bishop Stephen Robson, assisted by Fr Gregory Murphy OP 
- chaplain to Dundee and Abertay universities. The couple first met through the Dunkeld 
Diocese youth programme, on  pilgrimage to the 2016 World Youth Day celebrations in 
Krakow, Poland, and have since both been active members of the Youth Service and their 
respective university Catholic Chaplaincies in St Andrews and Dundee. 

Catholic Youth Workers’ Day of Joy

Miss Norma Guilianotti presents Mgr Basil O’Sullivan with a Spiritual Bouquet of prayers 
from the parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour at Auchterarder on his 65th anniversary

YOU ARE IN OUR PRAYERS MONSIGNOR

Dundee’s Sisters of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, Mother of Christ, celebrated their 
Feast Day (12th June), by getting together 
with Religious from convents from across 
Europe – from what forms the St Theresa of 
the Child Jesus Region of the Order – rep-

European link up 
for IHM Sisters

resenting thirty convents in Italy, England, 
Germany, Ireland and Scotland. The Sisters 
‘Zoom’-ed together for Mass which was 
celebrated for them by Fr Jude Mukoro – 
priest in residence at St Mary Magdalene’s 
Church, Perth.

Fr Jude celebrated the Mass in the beau-
tifully renovated Perth church – with the 
readings and hymns being contributed by 
the Sisters.
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Take a deep breath and let it out slowly. 
You’ve received your first placement as a 
newly qualified teacher and it’s in a Cath-
olic School. You may well have wanted 
this. You may have attended a Catholic 
school and even maintained strong links 
with your parish or the Church through-
out your student days. But even then, 
teaching is different. You are putting 
yourself out there, you, your hopes, fears, 
dreams. At the best of times, you feel as 
though you are going to be judged, as-
sessed, even criticised. If you don’t know 
the first thing about Catholic schools, it 
may seem even worse.

“A Catholic school, well, 
aren’t Catholics famous 
for making negative 
judgements about 

          people?”

“Do they expect me 
to convert?”

“Will I have to eat fish 
on Fridays?”

“……........................…”
(fill in your own horror scenario)”

Comfort and Joy

The first thing to say to you is that we 

are not here to sell Catholicism. We are not 
here to sell anything really. We want you 
to be happy because we believe that’s what 
God wants for you. Catholics (and plenty of 
other folk) consider teaching to be a voca-
tion, a calling. Whether or not you believe 
this to be from God or not, it is to do with 
who you really are, and therefore will be 
something that will fulfil you, make you 
happy. 

It helps if we feel comfortable. To feel 
comfortable, we need to understand what’s 
going on and what’s being asked of us 
within our living and working environ-
ment. That’s why we are offering a new pro-
gramme for newly qualified teachers in the 
Diocese of Dunkeld. Similar sessions will 
also be open to all teachers, regardless of 
career stage. Gathering and leading these 
will be a team of highly experienced edu-
cationalists, teachers, and priests. Catho-
lic Christianity is so rich and full of ideas, 
practices, and history, but we have picked 
four themes which we hope will help newly 
and recently qualified teachers, especially, 
find their feet.

Christ, the Teacher
For us as Catholics, Christ is not just a 

teacher, a guru, or even a founder of a 
church or ‘movement’; he is the centre of 
everything. His words, his actions, his ex-
ample lay the pattern for our own lives, 
true, but even more than this, Catholics 
(and most mainline Christians) believe that 

he is with us, he is present in our prayer, 
work, and rest. At some point in your train-
ing, someone would have said to you that 
it is not what you say, it’s the way you say 
it; it’s not what you teach, it’s the way you 
relate to your students and pupils. Christ is 
the way that God relates to us. It is in and 
with his Spirit that we find our path to God.

“Something which 
has existed since 
the beginning,

...that we have heard,

...and we have seen 
with our own eyes;

that we have watched
and touched 
with our own hands:

the Word, who is life – 
this is our subject.”

First Letter of St John: 
Chapter One; Verse One

Our subject, whether it be Maths, Geog-
raphy, Religion or Science, is really Christ, 
who is with us in the world, which God lov-
ingly created through him.

LOVE TO TEACH – TEACH TO LOVE
Working in a Catholic School - Help!!
Canon Tom Shields reassures...
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The Liturgical Year: real time

Life is not ‘just one damn thing after an-
other’; it has rhythm and meaning. Catho-
lics believe that ‘real time’, that is, meaning-
ful time, is God’s time. Day to day, every 
day, we are caught up not in a vicious circle, 
but a cycle of life and love.

The Church has seasons, Advent, Christ-
mastide, Lent and Easter. They allow us to 
journey with Christ through his life, death 
and Resurrection, while all the time cel-
ebrating his presence with us in our time, 
as well as looking forward to his coming 
again.

Why a Catholic School?

By the time we have meditated on Christ, 
the Teacher, how we follow him in our own 
lives, and have had some months actually 
working and teaching in a Catholic school, 
hopefully the ‘why’ of the existence of a 
denominational sector will become a little 
clearer. 

This is a good point to stop and reflect 
on all of this, and be able to ask yet deeper 
questions about the purpose of Catholic 
education. This session will be led by Cath-
olic teachers especially.

The Strands of Faith

‘This is Our Faith’ outlines the RE cur-
riculum from P1 all the way through to S6. 
Woven throughout and holding the sylla-
bus together are the themes which describe 
and trace the generosity of the God who 
shows himself in love and invites us to re-
spond in faith and action. Having been in-
volved at some level in the delivery of RE or 
experienced the liturgies and rhythm of the 
Catholic school, we shall help you to make 
sense, or at least give you some idea, of the 
framework in which the RE programme in 
Catholic schools is set.

Breathe 
Sometimes it is difficult to pin down ex-

actly what it is a Catholic school does dif-
ferently from other schools, apart from 
the obvious: prayer, liturgies and the 
strong partnership between the Church 
and school, visible, for example, in the 
presence of priests and other chaplains in 
the school. However, you should be aware 
that things are different, otherwise we are 
not living the Gospel well enough. 

You will hear the word ‘ethos’ used a lot, 
though not exclusively, in and of Catholic 
schools. If you look the word up in a dic-
tionary, it refers to the founding principles, 
character, and aims of a group, society, or 
institution. We believe it is something that 
you breathe in, that it becomes part of who 
you are, surrounding you and raising you 
up to new possibilities and heights, giving 
hope and inspiring love. A Catholic school 
seeks to surround the individual and the 
whole community with the signs of God’s 
love, that people might breathe more easily 
and live a fuller life.

THE SESSIONS FOR NEWLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS WILL TAKE PLACE IN
ST ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL HALL, 150 NETHERGATE, DUNDEE. DD1 4AE

Wednesdays or Thursdays 1.30pm-3pm
29/30th September  - Christ our Teacher
8/9th December  - The Liturgical Year
2nd/3rd February - Why a Catholic School
20th/21st April  - The Strands of Faith

REPEATED AS TWILIGHT SESSIONS FOR ALL TEACHERS 
ON THE ABOVE THURSDAYS at 4-5pm

Contact - stfillancrieff@dunkeldiocese.org.uk - Call 01764 653269

NQTs for Dundee and Perthshire  
(open to other NQTs in the Diocese) 
& Twilight sessions for all teachers

Love to Teach 
working in a Catholic School

29TH/30TH SEPTEMBER     8TH/9TH DECEMBER     2ND/3RD FEBRUARY     20TH/21ST APRIL

2021/22
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NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR SCHOOLS
Bishop Stephen celebrates Kilgraston School Mass

(Above) On return to a new term at Kil-
graston School, Perth, the staff and pupils 
attended an open air Mass for the Feast of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
- in the grounds of the school. The Mass was 
celebrated by Bishop Stephen Robson, who is 
also one of the school’s trustees. 

Fr Gregory Umunna, parish priest at St Stephen’s, Blairgowrie, got the term off to a fast 
start when he visited all the classes at the school. Fr Gregory, who is a well kent face in 
the school as its chaplain, is keen to strengthen the good family, school and Church links.
Headteacher, Mr Simon McKell said, “Lovely to have Father Gregory in visiting all classes 
and staff today.”

Photo courtesy of Simon McKell

Our Lady’s Primary, 
Perth, shows strong 
support for the city’s 
refugee families

Mrs Emily Pearson reports that families at 
Our Lady’s PS, Perth, have been generous in 
their response to the appeal by Perth charity, 
PKVAS to help the latest refugees in the city.

St Stephen’s PrimarySt Stephen’s Primary
BlairgowrieBlairgowrie
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St Paul’s Academy robotics team won 1st 
place in the Regional First Lego League Ro-
botics Game Challenge and received the re-
gional award for the separate ‘Tomorrow’s 
Engineers Robot Challenge’ competition. 

 
The team was made up of a group of pu-

pils from S1 to S4 who met at lunch and 
break to develop their engineering, coding, 
problem solving and communication skills 
building “Lego robots” to complete various 
challenges.

 
Mr Christie (PT Computing)  hopes that 

the team will help teach new members and 
perhaps go out to their associated prima-
ries later this year with the aim of gaining 
their Young STEM leader award.

St Paul’s Academy are top of the class with robots and bikes
Justin Mulholland is the Active Schools 

Coordinator for St Paul’s RC Academy clus-
ter in Dundee. 

It’s Justin’s job to coordinate extra-curric-
ular sporting and physical activity oppor-
tunities for pupils, develop volunteers and 
help to create pathways for pupils to long 
term community club involvement.

At the end of the last academic year, to-
gether with his  colleague, pupil support 
worker, Liam Neish, he got funding enab-
bling the purchase of cycling equipment 

for the school. Along with a secure stor-
age container, the school got enough funds 
for 15 bikes, helmets and gloves of various 
sizes, perfect to suit a range of rider abilities 
across the school. 

Their main aim will be to use the bikes 
to teach pupils how to ride a bike, but due 
to the quality of the bikes, they can also be 
used for more challenging trail rides which 
would suit the experienced riders at the 
school.

There is also a budget for maintenance 
and repairs materials, so when essential 
maintenance is due, they can teach the pu-
pils how to repair the bikes too, skills they 
can continue to use into adulthood. 

Confirmation day for the pupils of St Fergus Primary, Dundee, attending 
Ss Leonard & Fergus Church with Bishop Stephen and Fr Alexander Obiorah.

St Fergus Primary,  Dundee, ConfirmationsSt Clement’s, Dundee

Boys and girls in P1 at St Clement’s RC 
Primary, Dundee, make friends 
as they settle into their new school.

Justin Mulholland, Active Schools Coordinator

NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR SCHOOLS
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The Annual Mass for teachers in Dun-
keld Diocese, due to have taken place in 
February this year, was postponed due to 
the lockdown. But, finally, on Thursday 
3rd June, the teachers were able to come 
together to reflect on what has been one of 
the most difficult times for both staff and 
pupils in our Catholic Schools and across 
the whole education sector. It was an op-
portunity also to pay tribute to the great 
service of Mrs Fiona McLagan, was retiring 
as Headteacher at St John’s High School, 
Dundee at the end of the academic year.

St John’s Depute Headteacher, Wendy 
Sinclair, spoke after the Mass about Mrs 
McLagan years of service:

Fiona qualified as a Teacher of Physi-
cal Education in 1979, graduating with a 
Batchelor of Education in Physical Educa-
tion from Dunfermline College, for PE, in 
Edinburgh. Her first teaching post was at 
Lawside RC Academy, Dundee, where she 
worked until the closure of the school when 
it merged with St Saviour’s High School to 
become what is now St Paul’s Academy.

She was promoted to Principal Teacher 
of PE in 1990 and was the first female PT 
of PE in Dundee. She has always been for-
ward thinking, continually striving to do 
the best for her young people. If there was a 
new initiative, Fiona volunteered to push it 
forward, serving on many National Work-
ing Groups. She was, and still is, passion-
ate about her subject and was determined 
that her young people should, and would, 
be awarded qualifications for all their tal-
ents including their hard work in sport and 
dance.

Lawside Academy

Fiona was promoted to Assistant Head 
Teacher and Depute Head Teacher during 
her time at Lawside Academy. She then 
moved to the new St Paul’s Academy as 

DHT. During this time, among her many 
roles, she looked after Primary 7/S1 tran-
sition and the S6 year groups, developing 
its future leaders, some of whom have gone 
on to following in Fiona’s footsteps in the 
vocation of teaching. Fiona is a constant re-
minder to us all that this is a vocation not 
a job.

Fiona served as a member of the Transi-
tion Team whose role was initially to merge 
Lawside Academy and St Saviour’s High 
School and then to establish, and launch, 
the new St Paul’s Academy in the city.

When she joined Lawside Academy, Fio-
na was a member of the Church of Scotland 
but during her time in Lawside, she fully 
embraced Catholicism and she made the 
decision to convert. She was received into 
the Church at SS Peter and Paul at the East-
er Vigil in 2002 together with have husband 
Ian and their children, Rachel and Daniel.

During her time at Lawside, Fiona was 
involved in many fundraising events like 
‘The India Village Project’. She worked 
closely with Brother Douglas and Char-
lotte Jones on this project and continues to 
do so. This project grew when the school 
moved to St Paul’s Academy and is still 
growing there today.

In 2010, Fiona travelled to India with Mrs 
Leck, Charlotte Jones and a group of senior 
pupils. They visited the Marist Brothers to 
assess the project and decide what St Paul’s 
could do to support the village of Manga-
manuthu and its secondary school. This 
led to houses being built for the villagers; 
the assembly hall in the high school being 
furnished with exam desks; the purchase 
of sewing machines and materials so the 
women in the village could make school 
uniforms for the children; and the Marist 
Brothers from India visiting our schools in 
Dundee.

When she returned from India, Fiona or-
ganised a very important trip for the staff 
and pupils of St Paul’s to Glasgow’s Bella-
houston Park to celebrate Holy Mass with 
Pope Benedict XVI. This was a memorable 
and uplifting day for staff and pupils.

Marist roots

In December 2010, Fiona McLagan was 
appointed Head Teacher of St John’s RC 
High School. Over the years, as the Marist 
Brothers moved on from St John’s, the 
school’s Marist identity had faded. When 
Fiona took up her post, she was deter-
mined to rectify this. Fiona’s vision was to 
re-establish St John’s Marist identity and 
re-connect the Family of St John’s with 
the Marist Community. With the help of 
Brother Douglas and Brother Brendan, she 
re-established links with Marists across 
West Central Europe and worldwide. 

Fiona continued to support the India Vil-
lage project when she moved to St John’s, 
much to the delight of Brother Douglas. He 
identified a school in Piu which the Family 
of St John’s now supports. Fiona is a Trustee 
of the India Village Project, a role she will 
continue to deliver in her retirement.

Fiona has many talents but one which 
never fails to impress is her talent which re-
sults in people agreeing to do whatever she 
asks of them. It is very impressive. She will 
discuss an idea she has had and before you 
know it you have agreed to support another 
of her projects or initiatives. This could be 
a working group or a discussion about tak-
ing young people to India. Before you know 
it, suitcases are being packed and passports 
looked out. Everything she does is for the 
people around her. She has created many 
opportunities for her staff and the young 
people.

Whilst ‘live teaching’ was a priority for 
Fiona during the recent pandemic, the 
most important priority for her was mak-
ing sure that our families were looked after, 
fed and warm. She did this with the finan-
cial support of the staff and their families. 
Their generous donations allowed Fiona 
to organise for shopping to be delivered to 
families, and gas and electricity supplies 
replenished as required. Throughout her 
career, her passion has undoubtedly been 
towards the young people of Dundee.

The real successes during her career, and 
those which have given her most personal 
pride, have been those children whose edu-
cational and life journeys have seen them 
overcome significant personal challenges to 
develop, mature and achieve against con-
siderable odds.

Dunkeld pays tribute 
to retiring headteacher

(L-R) Bishop Stephen, Ian McLagan, Fiona McLagan, Mgr McCaffrey and Canon Shields
Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney
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St Columba 
1500th Mass 
at St Andrew’s 
Cathedral

Marking the 1500th anniversary of the 
birth of St Columba, Patron of Dunkeld Di-
ocese, Mass was celebrated at St Andrew’s 
Cathedral, Dundee, Sunday 13th June 2021. 

The celebrant was Bishop Stephen Rob-
son. In order to emphasise the importance 
of this year, Fr Ross Crichton of the Dio-
cese of Argyll and the Isles, had composed 
a special  Litany of St Columba which was 
used during this Mass.

A literary evening 
for Dundee and 
Perth Catenians

At the start of September, the Dundee 
and Perth Circle of the Catenian Asso-
ciation returned to live meetings after 
eighteen months of virtual encounters 
on ZOOM. Gathering at Perth’s Royal 
George Hotel, Circle President, Sheriff 
Kevin Veal extended a warm welcome 
to the members who had joined the 
Circle, in blind faith, during lockdown. 

Brother President Kevin said,  “The 
Dundee and Perth Circle began in Perth 
in 1934 and its roll of past members in-
cludes representation from a wide num-
ber of professions and businesses from 
across our diocese. Although it remains 
an association for Catholic men, world-

wide in Europe, Africa, India and Aus-
tralia, few of our gatherings would be 
complete without the ladies too.”

Patrick Wilson, a parishioner at Our 
Lady of Mercy parish in Aberfeldy, was 
enrolled as the local association’s newest 
Brother. A former teacher, Patrick has 
retired to live in the highlands as he was 
delighted to find he could continue his 
membership of the association.

Following its formal monthly business 
meeting the group gathers for a light 
supper and then a speaker or entertain-
ment ends the evening.

At this month’s meeting in Perth, the 
speaker was Miss Noreen Hickey (centre 
left) whose lockdown muse sparked her 
trilogy of poetry books.  Formerly a Pri-
mary teacher at St John’s in Perth, Miss 
Hickey has had an adventurous career 
as a private tutor, working in Monaco, 
Aspen Colorado as well as commuting 

weekly to Knightsbridge in London.

Among those who supported the 
launch of her series of poetry books, the 
Rt Rev. John Keenan, Bishop of Paisley, 
remarked in a foreword - “The Migrants’ 
Journey to Love by Noreen Hickey will 
be a delight to ordinary and honest folk 
of the Irish diaspora... ... in it we learn 
from real family tradition of the drama 
of Famine times and the urgency of emi-
gration.”

Miss Hickey’s writing career continues 
to flourish with a children’s story cur-
rently at the publishers awaiting illustra-
tion.

Fr Jude Mukoro, of St John the Bap-
tist’s, Perth, himself an established poet 
and novelist, was also in attendance. 

The vote of thanks was proposed by 
Br Archie Maclellan (far left below) - the 
Scottish Provinical President.

Photo courtesy of Fr Jude Mukoro
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The Holy Father’s recent document, 
Traditionis Custodes (Friday 16th July) 
limits the use of the 1962 (Latin) Missal 
of Pope St John XXIII, commonly known 
as the ‘Extraordinary’ Form of Mass (Pre-
Vatican II). Pope Francis has indicated 
that the Missal of Pope St Paul VI, with 
additions by Pope John Paul II, is the 
unique form for the life of prayer for the 
Mass. 

As a result of Traditionis Custodes spe-
cial permission must now be sought from 
the Bishop or, in some cases, from the au-
thorities in Rome, for priests to celebrate 
the 1962 Liturgy. In effect there is now no 
‘Ordinary Form’ or ‘Extraordinary Form’ of 
the Mass.

Pope Francis’ reason for this move is that, 
after consultation with Bishops throughout 
the world, it has been seen that the original 
intention of Pope St John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict XVI that the permission to cel-
ebrate the Mass of the 1962 Missal would 
foster greater unity in the Church has not 
materialized and, in fact, we have seen fur-
ther division. This will be a difficult mo-
ment for some and we must pray fervently 
for the unity of the Church.

The document, and the letter of the Pope 
to Bishops, can be found on the Vatican 
website - www.vatican.va  - where part of 
the document reads:

Art. 3. The bishop of the diocese in 
which until now there exist one or more 
groups that celebrate according to the 
Missal antecedent to the reform of 1970:

§ 1. is to determine that these groups 
do not deny the validity and the legiti-
macy of the liturgical reform, dictated 
by Vatican Council II and the Magiste-
rium of the Supreme Pontiffs;

§ 2. is to designate one or more 
locations where the faithful adherents 
of these groups may gather for the 
eucharistic celebration (not however in 
the parochial churches and without the 
erection of new personal parishes);

§ 3. to establish at the designated 
locations the days on which eucharistic 
celebrations are permitted using the 
Roman Missal promulgated by Saint 
John XXIII in 1962. In these celebra-
tions the readings are proclaimed in the 
vernacular language, using translations 
of the Sacred Scripture approved for 
liturgical use by the respective Episcopal 
Conferences;

§ 4. to appoint a priest who, as 
delegate of the bishop, is entrusted with 
these celebrations and with the pastoral 
care of these groups of the faithful. This 
priest should be suited for this respon-
sibility, skilled in the use of the Missale 
Romanum antecedent to the reform of 
1970, possess a knowledge of the Latin 
language sufficient for a thorough com-
prehension of the rubrics and liturgical 
texts, and be animated by a lively pas-
toral charity and by a sense of ecclesial 
communion. This priest should have at 
heart not only the correct celebration 
of the liturgy, but also the pastoral and 
spiritual care of the faithful;

§ 5. to proceed suitably to verify that 
the parishes canonically erected for the 
benefit of these faithful are effective for 
their spiritual growth, and to determine 
whether or not to retain them;

§ 6. to take care not to authorize the 
establishment of new groups.
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