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Preface
‘Now that same day two of them were on their way to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these things 
that had occurred. While they were conversing and discussing these events, Jesus himself 
drew near and walked along with them….then the two described what had happened on 
their journey and how he had made himself known to them.’

Luke 24: 13-15, 35

‘Synodality expresses the nature of the Church, its form, its style, its mission’ The word 
‘synod’, in fact, contains everything we need to understand: ‘walking together’.

Pope Francis

On October 9th 2021, Pope Francis launched a world-wide Synod. It was a two-year process, 
the scale of which was unprecedented in the history of the Catholic Church, returning to the 
practice of the early church, every one of Christ’s faithful were afforded the opportunity to 
engage in consultation regarding the future of the Church.

The Pope explained that the purpose of this was to pursue one single visionary aim and employ 
the paradigm of a journey together, stated:

In the one People of God, therefore, let us journey together, in order to experience a Church 
that receives and lives this gift of unity, and is open to the voice of the Spirit. (1)

And emphasised that:

the Synod is an ‘ecclesial moment’, not a parliament or an investigation into opinions, but ‘an 
ecclesial moment’ whose protagonist is the Holy Spirit.  ‘Without the Spirit, there is no Synod’. (2)

Here in the Diocese of Dunkeld, it was deemed desirable that, to respond fully to the call of 
Pope Francis, the true nature of a Synod be outlined to the faithful. To this end Bishop Robson 
wrote to all parishes in which he elaborated on the Pope’s vision. The Synod was defined as 

…. a community of equals - from the Pope to the laity we are all equal in the eyes of God - all 
on a horizontal level where nobody is above anyone else - we all have our own skills and talents 
and duties. (3)

So that together we might :

…… walk together, guided by the Holy Spirit who speaks to us in our hearts, where everyone 
feels they belong, are listened to and can offer opinions freely without being judged and who 
reach out to all those outside their group and to the wider world. True Religion has to make a 
positive difference in the world. (4)
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Members of Diocese were therefore asked to: 

pray about, reflect, and respond to a simple, anonymous questionnaire 
about their parish experience. 

1. reach out to those whose voices, for whatever reason, are missing in our parishes. 
 This included, but was not limited to, those who rarely or never practise their faith; those who 

no longer believe; those who feel left out, let down, or judged. This also included those on 
the margins of society, and people of different religions or none and offer them an 

 opportunity to contribute. 

2. come together in small parish groups during Lent to discuss issues of concern, to listen and 
learn from each other, to build bridges and open minds to discern what the Spirit is asking 
the Church to be in the 3rd millennium. 

Given the time-bound parameters of the Synod, Bishop Robson moved quickly to establish a 
Diocesan Synodal Core Group comprising four lay members (two women and two men) plus 
three priests (5) who were charged to organise and implement the consultation process within 
the diocese, to collate all responses submitted and to present them in order that he might com-
pile a report to be shared with the Diocese and then submitted to Rome in August 2022. 
By October 2023 the results of the Synod of Bishops will also be available.

The Core Group convened in December 2021, thereafter on several occasions early in 2022 
to move forward the programme. This culminated in an adult Diocesan Synod Questionnaire, 
made available online via the Diocesan webpage (6) with paper questionnaires available in all 
parishes.  A programme of individual parish listening groups then took place throughout Lent 
2022, facilitated by eighty-two volunteers trained for the task in hand (7). Particular attention 
was given to reaching out to as many groups and individuals as possible, including family and 
friends, along with those from other Christian denominations, people who potentially had a 
valid point of view to offer the Church and thus provide a more rounded contribution. To assist 
with the collection of this information, a modified questionnaire was again available online(8). 
Regarding young people, an online questionnaire with special appeal to P5-S2 students was 
designed and made available to students and promoted by schools (9). Finally, those in the 
extra-ordinary situation of being held in custody in the prisons of the diocese were given the op-
portunity to contribute through the office of the Catholic Advisor to the Scottish Prison Service.  

The content of the questionnaire(s) and meetings was informed in large measure by adapting 
questions suggested in the Synod document issued by the Holy See, The Vademecum. (10) This 
assisted in conveying the diverse fruits, insights, joys, and challenges of the synodal experience 
and discernment among the people of the diocese. As a result, listening to each other in a spirit 
of prayer may lead to the discernment of what the Holy Spirit is asking of us. The promotion of 
the Synodality consultation, including questionnaires and engagement events, was undertaken 
through Church newsletters and announcements at Mass, The Dunkeld News publication, online 
resources and supported by a video of the Bishop explaining and encouraging participation (11).

At the conclusion of the consultation process statistics were collated by groups of volunteers 
based on the questionnaires returned. 1134 adult questionnaires were completed, 800 of which 
were online, with the remainder being paper copies. This represented an approximate 2:1 ratio 
towards online replies. There were 69 young people’s questionnaires submitted and the online 
questionnaire available to family and friends returned 31 responses. Following the Parish 
Listening Groups 36 facilitators’ feed-back reports were received.

Preface compiled by Canon Andrew Clark
Diocesan Synodal Core Group
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OUTCOMES OF THE CONSULTATION

Many respondents expressed a genuine love and commitment to their Catholic faith. 
The Sacraments, Mass, Eucharist, Scripture and Prayer brought them joy. These were 
greatly missed during lockdown. There was immense pride in the charitable pro-
grammes and missionary work of the Catholic Church throughout the world, its moral 
values of love, truth, justice and freedom and Catholic Social Teaching which concerns 
matters of human dignity and the common good.

However, almost all respondents  recognised that change was needed to help the 
Church engage creatively with the modern world.

Of 1134 submissions to the Synod Questionnaire, 56.3% of people identified as 66yrs+ 
and 29.7%  as 46-65 yrs.

95.5% identified as Committed to Faith and regular attendance at Mass.

Responses to the following questions, highlighted a marked disparity between what 
was happening in parishes and what parishioners felt should be happening.

     Happening in their parish  Should be happening

I feel welcome in my parish                                  86%   89%

We reach out to marginalised                40%    89%. 

I have confidence in speaking out                      43%   77%

I am listened to in my parish                                55%   80% 
 
Church services relevant and uplifting              68%   93%

Quality of homilies                                                   71%   93%

The following main themes emerged from the results of the consultation process with 
particular emphasis given throughout to the paramount importance of the need for a 
collaborative leadership approach by parish priests.

MAIN THEMES

1. Sense of Belonging

‘The Church must be a place of mercy freely given, where everyone can feel welcomed, 
loved, forgiven, and encouraged to live the good life of the Gospel.’ 
        Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel 

Most people felt very welcome in their parish. 

Many submissions spoke of a desire for a joyful Church that was open to all, reaching 
out and welcoming everyone, irrespective of gender, sexual orientation, marital status, 
and age, whether practising or not. 
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The tone of most comments did not come over as strident, but were expressed with 
love and a genuine desire to achieve a more inclusive Church which is truly open to all, 
where people have a sense of belonging and are nor judged. 

Most people wanted to belong to a Church that values all human beings, especially the 
poor, recognises and embraces talents and charisms and encourages everyone to use 
them to build up both the Church and the wider community.

A trained group of welcomers was seen by many as essential. New parishioners needed 
to be especially welcomed and many expressed that a smile or a hand shake from the 
parish priest at the door was uplifting and greatly appreciated.
 
Some were concerned that the same people seemed to be involved in most church 
ministries. This they felt often resulted in cliques which deterred others from stepping 
up.

Many spoke of the need for more parish and diocesan events both social and spiritual 
to bring communities together more often and to help highlight a sense of belonging.

Many who preferred the traditional rites were beginning to feel unwelcome and 
unwanted in the Church.

A significant number in a few parishes were disappointed that the priest didn’t seem to 
think it important to welcome them or get to know them.

Some were disappointed at the lack of community as they simply went to Mass and 
returned home having spoken to no one.

The pandemic has led to some feeling isolated.

A few felt they came to church to worship the Lord and did not need or expect a 
welcome.

Almost all respondents were heartbroken that many voices were missing from parishes 
and expressed hopes that ways could be found to bring people, particularly young 
people and families, back to the fold. 

Voices missing included school pupils, students, young people, families, divorced and 
re-married people, single parents, women, the disabled, elderly with no transport, 
housebound, people with past hurts never dealt with, those upset by clerical abuse, 
those who engage in other pursuits on Sundays, LGBTQ+ people, and all those who 
feel forgotten or for whom the Church seems irrelevant.

The need for forgiveness was mentioned by some along with the necessity to extend a 
warm welcome to those who returned to church.

A few felt that gay Priests should encourage the LGBTQ+ community to attend church 
on a regular basis.
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2. Communication

‘Freely giving some of our own time to listen to people is the first act of charity.’
Pope Francis: 56th WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Most people expressed joy at being a member of a church community where all peo-
ple are valued, have a voice and are heard, where they come together as one family to 
share their faith, to follow Jesus’ message of love for everyone and where full account 
is taken of the often complex and messy circumstances of people’s lives.

It would appear from the responses, however, that there are many discontented peo-
ple out there who feel they are not being listened to and it is apparent from the varied 
individual responses that the nature and character of the parish priest and his ability to 
engage with people is of paramount importance.

54% of respondents felt that they were listened to by priests who were very willing to 
take time to listen, to hear and to respond to what they had to say. Many others stayed 
silent through fear of being ostracised or judged by peers or the clergy if they did not 
express a view which would be deemed ‘the party line’.

Some people felt they were confident enough to speak out, but rarely did so as they 
were sure their opinions would not be heeded and to voice their concerns would be 
a waste of time since nothing would change.

Some people expressed sadness that Church provided little or no opportunities for 
them to talk about life issues that concern them.
 
The lack of well run and active Parish Councils in every parish was a huge concern for 
many people who felt a need for that forum in order to air their views. 

A few were unhappy about how some Parish Councils had been managed, often by 
priests, and suggested that more guidance was needed to ensure they were fit 
for purpose. 

A need was also expressed to find other ways, such as Zoom sessions, to allow people 
a voice as some Parish Council meetings had not been well attended.

For many people the Synod has been their first opportunity to express their views 
about the direction of the Church and they welcomed it.

A number were fully aware of the time constraints on priests who had the difficult task of 
ministering to more that one parish affording them less time to engage in pastoral care.

A fair number of people were unhappy that parish leadership was not shared among 
the laity and that some parish priests made all the decisions with no consultation. There 
was also dismay that diocesan information was not always being communicated to 
parishioners in some parishes.

A few felt their views would not be listened to so they had chosen instead to walk away.

A few said they went to church to celebrate the Eucharist, to be listened to by God 
not people.



page 8

3. Liturgy

‘Christianity without a liturgy is a Christianity without Christ.’  
        Pope Francis General Audience Feb 2021)

The majority of respondents found joy in participating in the Mass, especially the oppor-
tunity of daily Mass, the sacraments and other services of adoration. Confession is clear-
ly very important to many. Saying novenas and the rosary also brought great joy. 

Many found the church a place of grace that fills their lives with hope, forgiveness and 
mercy.

Almost all respondents, 93%, agreed that it was important that church services and 
homilies were relevant, uplifting and engaging. 68% agreed that this was happening in 
their parishes. 

Comments ranged from ‘inspiring’ to ‘boring’ with many recognising that the quality of 
services and homilies was entirely dependent on how they were prepared and 
delivered by the priest.

Most people were very happy to comment specifically on churches where the liturgy 
was inspiring, enlightening and yet challenging and where uplifting homilies explained 
scripture readings clearly and succinctly and touched on their everyday lives. 

They also welcomed the fact that some priests did not shy away from delivering homi-
lies of a more serious and thought provoking nature and where they made reference to 
their own personal experiences.

To help increase awareness and understanding of Christ’s message, a number of peo-
ple felt that more opportunities should be made for silence and reflection on scriptural 
passages, space and time for people to be listened to and a forum made available for 
difficult questions to be discussed.

Many mentioned the importance of live music and the use of technology as joy filled 
ways of enhancing spiritual experiences. 

Many also expressed concern that Church teaching and doctrine did not always reflect 
the changing world in which we live and therefore had little appeal for the young and 
lives lived.

Some expressed concern that people were sometimes more reluctant to go to church 
when the priest’s delivery of the liturgy was difficult to understand, and that young peo-
ple often found services too long, repetitive and boring.

Many people expressed discomfort with the Traditional Latin Mass which they found 
divisive and elitist with participants setting themselves apart from the Church, whilst oth-
ers felt their spiritual needs were best fulfilled by attending the Traditional Latin Mass.

The need for a more varied liturgy including retreats and short inspiring prayer services 
were mentioned by a some respondents.

A number of people felt the need for issues around the environment and climate 
change to be given more prominence during liturgical services.
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A few people asked for churches to be open daily to allow visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament.

Some requested Penitential Services with General Absolution, others still wanted per-
sonal confession but at advertised times rather than on request.

A number of people found that early morning Mass times, keeping children still for a 
long period of time, work commitments and other Sunday pursuits kept them from at-
tending Mass and were dismayed that people should feel brow beaten into fulfilling an 
obligation.

Many welcomed the valuable contributions made by the laity in relation to support for 
parish priests and in preparing and leading some church services. They felt that more 
opportunities for an active and participative role for the laity should be encouraged 
throughout the diocese.

Much of the joys of being in church were lost during the pandemic. The closing of 
churches was devastating for many and a sense of loss was felt. There was overwhelm-
ing joy when churches re-opened. 

Online Mass was seen as a ‘godsend’ for the faithful during the pandemic but was not a 
replacement for the real thing! However, some actually felt their faith was deepened by 
participating in Mass online.

A few mentioned that the translation of the liturgy needs to be gender-inclusive.

4. Clericalism

‘It is imperative to overcome the clericalism that treats the Christifideles Laici  (Christ’s 
Faithful Laity) as children and impoverishes the identity of ordained ministers.”

 Pope Francis: Meeting Columbia 2017

Much was written about the priesthood, with concern being expressed about the lack of 
vocations. 

Celibacy was often cited as discouraging vocations to the priesthood, and many were 
open to the option of gay priests, women priests and married priests.

The scandal of clerical abuse was mentioned by many and the need for an unreserved 
and open apology and ongoing genuine support for survivors was seen as essential 
and long overdue. 

Some reference was made to the hypocrisy of the hierarchy who impose rules on ordi-
nary people and yet have seen free to cover up their own sins.

The need to ensure the highest standards in Safeguarding procedures within each 
parish was mentioned by many and these should be shared regularly with the people.

Many people disagreed with the Church’s insistence that celibacy is a requirement for 
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priesthood citing that married priests might have a deeper understanding of and 
compassion for the difficulties and pressures of everyday family life.

The hierarchical and patriarchal structure of the institution of the Church were seen by 
many as encouraging an environment of male dominance at every level and most 
people felt this needed to be addressed. 

Reference was made to the Pharisees Jesus criticised who were guilty of clinging to an 
attitude similar to clericalism.

Many felt that the role of the laity, if any, was unclear and should be more participative.  

Some highlighted the need for support for priests. Many have a heavy workload and 
can feel lonely and isolated. Systems should be in place for them to be cared for, of-
fered personal counselling when needed, supported when sick and retired and shown 
compassion when making the devastating decision to leave the priesthood.

Many commented that clergy are there to serve the people in their parishes not simply 
to be served. They felt there was a need for some to show more humility, less autonomy 
and keep in mind they are not rulers and judges.

Some felt that more accountability regarding Church finances at diocesan level and far 
greater participation of laity in all areas of Church governance were necessary to ensure 
a policy of openness and trust.

Some expressed serious concerns about whether the programme of training in 
seminaries was fit for purpose in the 3rd millennium suggesting work experience in 
a variety of social situations, particularly in relation to the poor and socially excluded 
should form part of their formation programme.

Some were of the opinion that women teachers in seminaries should be allowed.
Many felt that time for Vatican II changes to be implemented was well overdue.

Some would welcome the reform of Canon Law so that the Church can align itself more 
fully to the Human Rights Act which it has endorsed.

Some also felt that priests should not refuse anyone Holy Communion.

The Church’s stance on fertility issues, contraception, abortion and euthanasia were 
seen by some as important life concerns that should be discussed more openly and 
not shied away from.

A number of people suspected that the Church’s response to the serious issues con-
cerning Catholics which have been highlighted during the synod consultation phase 
may have already been decided in Rome. 

One group quoted from Cardinal Mario Grech’s Homily at the opening Mass of the con-
ference on Synodality in March this year where he said, ‘This is not a process of revolu-
tion: the Pope does not want to change the Church into something that it is not. This is 
not a wiping out of tradition. This is not a process of democratisation. Rather, the synod-
al process is a time for speech”.

A few felt no need for church as they live a good life and pray often.
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5. Role of Women

‘The Church acknowledges the indispensable contribution which women make to socie-
ty through the sensitivity, intuition and other distinctive skill sets which they, more than 
men, tend to possess.’

Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel, 2013, 103

The role of women in the Church is very much a recurring theme, from women priests 
to how much the distaff side contributes to the life of the Church. Some felt the Church 
tends to see women as no more than tea makers or mothers of the next generation of 
children permitted to hold mere servile roles not in keeping with their talents, charisms, 
abilities and baptismal calling.

Many wanted more recognition given to the substantial contribution made by women 
who are the backbone of the Church.

Most respondents expressed the need to move away from male dominance in the 
Church to a more equitable partnership where women are given equal status with men.

Others expressed the need for a more equal voice for women whilst a few went only as 
far as women’s voices need to be listened to.

There was a call by many for women to be ordained as deacons and priests citing this as 
a possible solution to the serious decline of numbers entering the priesthood. 

Many felt that the laity including women should be encouraged to use their talents, 
knowledge and expertise where appropriate to prepare and lead some church services.

Some highlighted the fact that the lives of women have been transformed through 
better educational and professional opportunities and that their particular skills and 
strengths should be harnessed in a similar way to other Christian denominations.

6. Mission

‘I dream of a ‘missionary option’, that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming 
everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, lan-
guage and structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelisation of today’s world 
rather than for her self-preservation.’   

Pope Francis (Evangelii Gaudium 27

a) Evangelisation

Many people highlighted the need for greater awareness of Catholic Social Teaching 
and the tremendous good the Church does in the world.  

Some were unhappy that we seldom hear of positive messages regarding the Church 
in the media.

Many people said it was important to find ways to fully embrace the Gospel of Love 
by reaching out to those who feel isolated and excluded. 
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It was suggested by some that active and well organised Parish Pastoral Councils, 
SVdP groups, UCMs and various other social projects had a vital role to play in help-
ing to meet the needs of those in difficulty, particularly the poor.

A fair number expressed the need for priests, religious and laity to work together, to 
get out of the building and into the community and help bring the message of love 
to all.

Many realised there are a number of parishes in the diocese already involved in 
enterprising and exciting initiatives whereby they reach out to their communities, 
providing a range of supportive services for those in need including help with school 
uniforms, food banks, drop in cafés, cookery classes, thrift shops or simply by provid-
ing a space for people to be listened to. 

Some expressed the need to find a forum whereby creative projects can be shared 
between parishes throughout the diocese.

Some were unaware of any community projects happening in their parish and a few 
others were sure there were none.

More use should be made of the many technological and social communication tools 
at our disposal to ensure the wonderful services our parishes provide reaches the 
public arena.

b) Catechesis

Some people felt that there was a need for more opportunities for quality catechesis 
and faith formation in the diocese to bring the faithful up to date with present Church 
teachings.

There is a general thread running throughout the responses that the laity are in need 
of catechesis in relation to the Holy Spirit – the gifts, the fruits, the application of gifts 
received at Baptism and being sealed with the gifts in Confirmation. 

Many people said they need more help in understanding the role of the Holy Spirit 
in the life of the Church and its members. They would welcome some teaching about 
how the Holy Spirit impacts on their lives. A number spoke about the importance of 
simply having faith in the Holy Spirit.

A few mentioned the importance of making use of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

A significant number could see the work of the Holy Spirit in the good deeds of 
others.

Some have prayed to the Holy Spirit for guidance when making decisions in their 
own lives.

A few felt some clergy think they have a hotline to the Holy Spirit more so that the 
laity.

Some said the Holy Spirit guides the Church through all its members but they found 
it difficult to square the behaviours of some priests with particular reference to the 
abuse scandal and gender issues.
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Some believed the Holy Spirit was always there to share gifts but people had to be 
open to receiving them.

Some felt it was difficult to discern whether or not the Holy Spirit was guiding the 
Church.

Others felt there was a need to spend time in quiet prayer to help build a relationship 
with the Holy Spirit.

A few felt that if we were truly open to the Holy Spirit, we would obey all the Laws of 
God and the Church without question.

 
c) Ecumenism

Some submissions made reference to positive relationships with other Christians and 
non Christians.

Sadness was expressed by a few at non-Catholic spouses being unable to receive 
Communion with their Catholic spouse.

Ecumenism was mentioned a few times as a positive way to reach out to others and 
build relationships and understanding. 

Parishes involved with Churches Together felt the relationship between members of 
this group could certainly be built on.

Some felt it important that local people were aware of the existence of the Catholic 
Church and  what we can offer to help and support them in their everyday lives.

Some suggested that when people of other faith traditions attend services, there is a 
need to make sure that the liturgy is explained so that they feel welcomed and in-
volved. 

7. YOUTH

‘They are the fertile and new soil that God gives to Christian communities,’ 
      Pope Francis: World Youth Day, 2019

a) Adult Responses

Almost all respondents expressed a distinct concern about the lack of young peo-
ple and families  attending Church services. Parents spoke of real sadness that their 
children no longer go to Mass and have walked away from the Church. Perceived 
reasons for this were bound up in many other responses: present day culture, style of 
worship, relevance in their lives, out of date language used in church services, equali-
ty and gender issues and whether the Church/ parish is perceived to be a welcoming 
environment for all. The challenge for the Church is to finding ways to better engage 
with 21st Century young people who are the Church of the future.
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Most spoke of the need for short, relevant and uplifting services which include joyful 
music. 

More widespread use of technological communications such as social media plat-
forms and the internet were mentioned by many as ways to spark interest.

Many felt that creative activities within the liturgy that connect with youth culture such 
as drama, art and dance and encouraging the young to take responsibility for read-
ings, bidding prayers and presenting gifts during Mass would be more attractive to 
them.

Some felt that priests working more closely with schools would improve school/par-
ish links and help pupils re-connect with the Church.

Some people were of the opinion that the Church’s attitude to gender equality, and 
to gay people were examples of how out-of-step it is with the attitudes of young peo-
ple.

Some felt that up to date catechesis aimed at young people, providing them with a 
better understanding of the Catholic faith and scripture, and relevant to their every-
day life experiences  would help them connect.

Some also felt that young people need more opportunities to get together to talk 
about the Faith, to ask questions and simply socialise.

Some expressed a hope that the Night Fever events which had been a popular and 
uplifting initiative celebrating a love of Christ and aimed at young people would soon 
return to the diocese.

 A number also agreed that Catholic Social Justice teaching isn’t shared enough with 
young people who have a heightened awareness of the importance of issues such as 
the environment, world peace and the need to care for others.

Many spoke of the importance of having a Children’s Liturgy Group in their parish 
where children have a weekly opportunity to form close relationships with other chil-
dren of faith and hear the Gospel message in a language they can relate to. 

b) Youth Responses

 Most children felt welcomed in their church or Catholic school and many expressed 
that having a trusted person to talk to greatly improved this. 

Most young people who responded felt that religious services were meaningful and 
joyful.

Most said the joy they had in being part of a Catholic parish or school included 
spending time with friends and family and feeling part of a community that was re-
spectful and caring. 

While most children felt listened to, others expressed that they did not get the oppor-
tunity to ask questions and express opinions or concerns. 

Some children reported that the opinions they did give were ignored.
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Many children did not feel confident in speaking out about life issues that concern 
them. 

A little more than a quarter expressed that services were long, boring or difficult to 
understand and  that they had little opportunities to be involved. 

Less than half of the young people who responded said that they had asked the Holy 
Spirit to guide them when making important decisions. 

Many said they asked the Holy Spirit for help during times of need eg. sitting  exams, 
dealing with difficult friendship issues, experiencing life problems,  making proper 
choices and struggling to pray. A few said they liked to speak to the Holy Spirit about 
their concerns. They preferred that to sharing with someone face to face. 

Some said they had never asked the Holy Spirit for guidance.
Some others said they were non-religious and so did not feel there was any need to 
ask the Holy Spirit to help guide them.

Less than half of respondents said that the Holy Spirit had done nothing for them.

Hurts that many had experienced through their parish or Catholic school included 
bullying, feeling ignored, and the lack of progression within the Church.

FINAL SUMMATION
‘Synodality is a way of being church today…
                                      listening together to the voice of the Holy Spirit.’     
         Pope Francis

The Synod on Synodality is a ‘call to journey together’ and we, in the Diocese of Dun-
keld, have made an excellent start to that journey, listening to each other and asking 
what steps the Holy Spirit is inviting us to take so that we may grow together. 

The synodal consultation process has led us to an increased awareness of what is hap-
pening in our local parishes and helped us begin to ‘scrutinise the signs of the times 
and interpret them in the light of the Gospel’. GS, 4 

One of the most heartening aspects highlighted by the overall response to the consul-
tation phase is that more than 25% of practising Catholics in the diocese, many of whom 
expressed disparate thoughts and opinions, took time to pray about and reflect on their 
responses to questionnaires and contributed in great measure during a variety of 
listening sessions. Faith, undoubtedly forms an integral part of their lives and their love 
of the Church and its future was manifest throughout. 

Others of little faith, no faith, other faiths, those resting from practising their faith along 
with a number of young people in our schools, felt compelled to have their voices 
heard, broadened the perspective, added to the mix a diversity of views and opinions 
and provided a welcome dimension to the outcomes of the process.

The Synodal Core Group, charged with producing the Diocesan Synthesis, worked and 
prayed well together to ensure that 10,000+ responses were listened to and taken 
account of. 
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They are confident that the above synthesis conveys ‘the main fruits of the discernment 
of the whole People of God across the diocese both positive and negative’ and is a true 
reflection of ‘the people’s voices and.. whatever emerged from their discernment and 
dialogue’ .

The synodal journey will continue in our diocese allowing us to:

 ‘plant dreams, draw forth prophecies and visions, allow hope to be nourished, inspire 
trust, bind up wounds, weave together relationships, awaken a dawn of hope, learn from 
one another’. 

Pope Francis
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