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A family celebration at 
Deacon’s ordination day

Chris McCrosson, St Fillan’s, Crieff, was 
ordained by Bishop Stephen to the Perma-
nent Diaconate at a Mass in St Andrew’s 
Cathedral, Dundee, on 28th May 2022. He 
was supported by his wife, Michelle, to-
gether with their four children and other 
family and friends. 

Chris reflected that “Having initially re-
sisted God’s call on my life for the diaconate 
for ten years, today marks the culmination 
of the last five years of formal discernment, 
study and formation. I am delighted to be 
able to share it with so many of my friends 
and family, some from far afield.”

“I feel blessed to have their support as 
I begin my vocation of service as a Dea-
con; to proclaim the Gospel and preach its 
teachings; to assist the priests and Bishop, 
lead people in prayer and preparation for 
Sacraments; and to serve the poor, the mar-
ginalised and the vulnerable.”

“The Ordination Mass itself was a won-
derful example of the joy, beauty and cel-
ebration of Liturgy and I know that many 
who attended to support me were very 

moved by the experience.”
 
Deacon Chris will serve the parish of St 

Fillan’s, Crieff, and St Margaret’s, Comrie, 
with Canon Tom Shields. He is continuing 
with his voluntary work as Centre Manag-
er and Debt Coach for Christians Against 
Poverty based in Crieff, and is hopeful he 
will secure a role as Chaplain in the Scottish 
Prison Service. 

Deacon Chris will also be continuing his 
studies for a further year, to complete his 
Bachelor of Divinity Degree. 

The Mass booklets for Deacon Chris’ or-
dination featured St Stephen and St Philip 
the Evangelist. Both of these Saints were 
called among the first of seven Deacons to 
serve the church in Jerusalem (Acts 6:5). 

Stephen was ‘richly blessed by God’, per-
forming great miracles and speaking with 
profound wisdom from the Spirit. How-
ever, he was seized and ultimately stoned 
to death for ‘speaking against (Jewish) Law’. 

On Saturday 25th June, every parish 
was invited to be represented at a dioc-
esan feedback day where the responses 
to the Synod Questionnaires could be 
shared prior to Bishop Stephen’s final 
submission to the Scottish Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference next month.

In a Preface to the final report from the 
diocese, Canon Andrew Clark writes,  ‘On 
October 9th 2021, Pope Francis launched a 
world-wide Synod. It was a two-year pro-
cess, the scale of which was unprecedented 
in the history of the Church, whereby re-
turning to the practice of the early church, 
every one of Christ’s faithful were afforded 
the opportunity to engage in consultation 
regarding the future of the Church.’

‘Here in the Diocese of Dunkeld, it was 
deemed desirable that, to respond fully to 
the call of Pope Francis, the true nature of 
a Synod be outlined to the faithful. To this 
end Bishop Robson wrote to all parishes in 
which he elaborated on the Pope’s vision.’ 

‘The Synod was defined as…. ‘a commu-
nity of equals - from the Pope to the laity 
we are all equal in the eyes of God - all on 
a horizontal level where nobody is above 
anyone else - we all have our own skills and 
talents and duties....             (continued on p3)

Dunkeld’s voices 
are prepared for 
Synod response

continued on p2
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Fr Bogdan Palka SDS has been trans-
ferred from the parish of St John the Baptist 
in Perth to serve the parish community of 
St Mary Magdalene’s, Perth - from where he 
will also continue to serve the Polish Com-
munity. Fr Bogdan, who recently marked 
the 30th anniversary of his Ordination, will 
celebrate the first Mass in his new parish on 
Sunday, 17th July, 2022.

Fr Jim Walls, who has been serving as 
Spiritual Director in the Pontifical Scots 
College, Rome, for the past four years, re-
turns to Dunkeld Diocese. He will soon be 
appointed to a new parish, but for the mo-
ment he will help Canon Kevin in his three 
parishes, residing in the Cathedral. 

Fr Ninian Doohan will be leaving the 
diocese for an initial period of one year, 
to join a new initiative in the Archdiocese 
of St Andrews and Edinburgh, setting up 

an Oratory, with a community of secular 
priests living by a common rule and way of 
life. Fr Ninian will be departing as from the 
weekend of 9th/10th July, 2022 and a new 
parish priest will be appointed shortly to 
serve the parishes of St Pius X and St Pat-
rick’s in Dundee. 

Deacon Chris McCrosson, ordained on 
Saturday 28th May 2022, will serve as Dea-
con of the parish of St Fillan’s, Crieff with 
Canon Tom Shields, and will also shortly be 
appointed as part-time Chaplain to HMP 
Glenochil.

Deacon Malcolm Hutchison, will be or-
dained priest on Wednesday 6th July, 2022 
at 7pm in St Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee, 
(to be livestreamed). Following his ordina-
tion, he returns to Rome for a final year of 
studies for the Licence in Patristic at the 
Augustinian Institute.

Clergy appointments 
in Dunkeld Diocese

Diocese of Dunkeld Catholic Chaplains
Ninewells, Royal Victoria Hospitals and Roxburghe House

Direct Line 07821 624124
Patients with foreknowledge of their admission to hospital 

should endeavour to seek the Sacrament of the Sick 
from their Parish Priest beforehand

Please be aware that it is necessary to make an express request
(using this number or via the staff) for a hospital visit, 

as admission lists are no longer passed on to the chaplain

NHS Tayside Switchboard 01382 660111

Use this number to request an emergency alert 
to be sent to the hospital pager of the priest on call

www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk/hospital

He was later canonised and made the 
Patron Saint of Deacons. Philip (not to be 
confused with the Apostle Philip) travelled 
across Samaria and Israel, preaching, con-
verting, baptising, performing healing and 
deliverance ministries. 

Deacon Chris commented that “It was 
the affinity I felt with St Philip and his story 
which eventually drew me afresh towards 
this ministry, having spent over 20 years as 
a layperson working in various ministries. 
As I now embark on this new ministry in 

the Permanent Diaconate, I pray that I will 
continue to be strengthened and encour-
aged by the grace of God, and by those who 
have gone before me.”

“I ask for people’s continued prayers for 
myself and my family, for Deacons, for vo-
cations, for those still in formation, and for 
those who are discerning their next step”

Deacon Chris added “May God bless 
each and every one of you.”

continued from p1
A family celebration at Deacon’s ordination day
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Dunkeld’s Synod 
Questionnaires bring 
insightful responses

(from page 1)

[A community of equals who] ...walk 
together, guided by the Holy Spirit who 
speaks to us in our hearts, where everyone 
feels they belong, are listened to and can 
offer opinions freely without being judged 
and who reach out to all those outside their 
group and to the wider world. True Reli-
gion has to make a positive difference in 
the world.’

The gathering, at Our Lady of Victories’ 
Church, Dundee, which is taking place as 
we go to press, will include prayer and  
reflection as well as a summary of over 
10,000 answers reflecting the thoughts 
and prayers of about 25% of the practic-
ing Catholics in our diocese.

Amongst the questionnaires used to find 
out more about how people viewed the 
Church ahead of the 2023 Synod, the one 
sent to Catholic schools attracted some 
very insightful responses, particularly im-
portant given that responses to the main 
questionnaire have brought back a com-
mon theme that young people were missing 
in our churches today.’ 

This questionnaire was sent to all 27 
Catholic schools in the diocese, however 
the number of submissions was disap-
pointingly low - perhaps due to the pres-

sures of Covid recovery but perhaps also to 
an unwillingness to engage with the pro-
cess due to insufficient information about 
the purpose of the exercise. In any case, the 
answers received are all-the-more precious. 

The youth who answered this question-
naire, all anonymously, were pupils in P5-
S2 (ages 8-14) with over 80% of responses 
coming from children in Primary 5-7. 
Roughly 50% of children reported attend-
ing Mass either regularly or occasionally. 
Just under a fifth of submissions came from 
children who reported being of no faith. 

While the Diocesan Synod Core Group 
have had the huge task of  drawing together 
a document that could assist Bishop Ste-
phen with his final submission to the Bish-
ops’ Conference of Scotland, they invited, 
Hannah Cowieson, a young voice, to pre-
pare this summary of the Young Persons’ 
Questionnaire. 

1. I feel welcome in my 
church or Catholic school

The majority of children responded posi-
tively to this statement, reporting that they 
felt welcome in their church or Catholic 
school. An even larger majority expressed 
that feeling welcome in church and school 
was very important. 

We asked children that, if they did not 
feel welcome, what could be done to make 
this better? Children expressed that having 
a welcoming entrance to their church and 
school may be beneficial. Examples of this 
include having a more colourful church en-
trance and the presence of individuals that 
they are familiar and comfortable with. 

Comfort was also a common theme 
amongst responses. Some children ex-
pressed that they often struggle with nerves 
and anxiousness and by having more op-
portunities to visit church, when there are 
less people around, they would begin to 
feel more comfortable. The most common 
response to this question was that having 
someone to talk to would help, and that 
if they were ever made to feel unwelcome 
they would talk to a trusted person about it.

 One child responded: “I think it would 
help if I had the ability to calm myself 
down.”

Hannah Cowieson, a parishioner 
at St Ninian’s, Dundee, 
has drawn up this report 
on the Youth Questionnaire 
which has been instrumental 
in the preparation of 
the final synthesis
which combines the responses 
to all the questionnaires.

LorenaFernadez/shutterstock.com
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This highlights a need for the Church and 
Catholic schools to be active in supporting 
individuals with mental health issues, such 
as anxiety.  Children with these issues often 
need a space where they do not feel judged, 
and instead feel welcome and comfortable, 
surrounded by people that care and that 
they trust.

2. I am listened to in my 
church or Catholic school

Most children felt that they were listened 
to, in their church or Catholic School, ei-
ther moderately or very well. 75% of pupils 
felt that being listened to was important 
and no child answered that being listened 
to was not important at all. However, with 
over a quarter of respondents indicating 
that they do not always feel listened to, in 
their Church or Catholic School, it is clear 
that this is an issue needing to be addressed.

We asked children that, if they said they 
were not listened to, how would they like to 
be listened to? Several children expressed 
that if they were given the time, opportuni-
ty and place to express their concerns, and 
discuss them, then they would feel more 
encouraged to do so. For example, being 
able to use the Church more often and 
getting to know their parish priest better. 
Children expressed that if people within 
the school or Church were to reach out, by 
including them or simply asking how they 
were feeling, this would create opportuni-
ties for them to be listened to. 

Other youth also reported why they did 
not feel listened to. Some felt that teachers 
did not listen to them when they expressed 
their beliefs or allowed them to have the 
opportunity to speak out them. Others 
felt that, even when they did express their 
opinions, people did not listen, and they 
were never remembered. Therefore, any 
concerns they had were never addressed or 
resolved. Many of the children’s responses 
sounded frustrated and defeated. 

“[To be] listened to enough for one sen-
tence to be remembered”

3. In my Church or Catholic 
School, I am confident to talk 
about life issues that concern 
me eg. climate change, the 
environment, Covid, war, 
mental health...

Responses to this question were mixed. 
While a fair number of respondents, felt 
confident to talk about issues that con-
cerned them in their church or Catholic 

school, around 21% reported feeling not 
confidant at all. Over 80% of children felt 
that being able to speak confidently about 
these things was important

Children were asked what would help to 
make this better? A common response was 
to be given the opportunity to talk about 
these issues. Examples of these opportuni-
ties included submission boxes, opportuni-
ties to talk freely to priests and teachers and 
a desire for the church and school to reach 
out to younger people to discuss their opin-
ions and concerns.

 A very prevalent issue among children 
was that they felt they lacking in confi-
dence. Speaking out in groups of people 
was too nerve wracking for some, and if 
they were able to speak to someone private-
ly then they would feel more comfortable. 
Others told us that there was no-one with 
whom they felt comfortable or familiar 
enough with to talk to. They felt that know-
ing the staff and clergy better would help 
them find someone they trust. Addition-
ally, some said if they had a younger person 
to talk to, rather than an older adult, this 
would make talking easier.

What is concerning is a number of re-
sponses that highlight why children do not 
feel confident and heard.

“Having time to react and think and not 
feel like people are mad at me for not being 
quick enough”

“I think if you didn’t have to ask to be 
spoken to but if someone asked me if I 
needed speaking to.” – This child would 
prefer that people would actively check 
on them and ask if they want to talk about 
concerns rather than the child having to 
reach out themselves (which they may find 
too intimidating).

4. Our religious services held 
in our church or Catholic 
school are meaningful to me 
and joyful.

The majority of children felt that reli-
gious services were very meaningful and 
joyful to them. However just over a quarter 
of respondents either felt that services were 
meaningful and joyful sometimes, or not at 
all. The vast majority of children felt that 
it was very important that services were 
meaningful and joyful. We asked children 
what would make religious services better? 
Many children suggested changes to ser-
vices and the way in which they are deliv-
ered. They would like hymns to be varied 
with opportunities to learn new ones. They 

suggested the use of candles and incense 
which make the services more interesting 
and inviting. 

Children told us that often services can 
be too complicated: “Making the service 
less complicated so that those who do not 
attend Mass understand.”

Different forms of learning in school and 
church were also suggested with ideas such 
as beginner Bibles and alternatives to regu-
lar learning (aka. sitting and listening to 
sermons, talks and speeches) such as dis-
plays and presentations that are more in-
teractive. Often services were too long and 
boring for children, especially if they were 
not familiar with the parts of the Mass. 
Children would like opportunities to be in-
volved and to be within a community that 
is supportive of one another. 

A number of children articulated that 
they often felt beliefs were forced upon 
them and they weren’t given a choice or 
chance to express their own. Therefore, 
they felt that religious services were not a 
place they belonged or willingly chose to 
go to. This suggests that children who do 
not identify as religious, or may be on the 
fence about their beliefs, did not find that 
religious services could ever cater to them 
in a way that made them feel welcome and 
unjudged. 

Children again expressed that they do 
not feel listened to.

“I don’t really know, but even if I did it 
would not really matter because of other 
kids opinion”

5. I ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide me when making 
important decisions.

Responses to these questions were, again, 
rather varied. Children had many different 

speedkingz/shutterstock.com
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experiences and responses to this statement 
ranged from ‘not at all’ to ‘yes, very much 
so’. 

We then asked respondents to share their 
experiences. Reassuringly, some children 
reported positive experiences with the Holy 
Spirit; “I feel like the Holy Spirit has helped 
me a lot.”

The Holy Spirit made them feel happy 
and they enjoy going to Mass and church. 
Many children said that they asked the 
Holy Spirit for help during times of need. 
Examples of this include during exams and 
when they are experiencing life problems, 
such as issues with friends, making prop-
er choices and when struggling to pray. A 
couple of responses expressed that asking 
the Holy Spirit for help is easy as it is pri-
vate and does not involve talking to some-
one face-to-face. It is unclear if this is due 
to preference or if this is fuelled by other 
concerns such as nerves, trust and comfort. 

However, other responses expressed 
that they do not ask the Holy Spirit for 
guidance. Some said that they were non-
religious and so did not feel there was any 
need to. Other children reported that they 
did not enjoy it, found it boring and that 
the Holy Spirit had done nothing for them. 
This question received the least number of 
responses. It seems that a lot of children 
have not learned about the Holy Spirit and 
how they may use the Spirit’s gifts for guid-
ance and enrichment in their lives. 

6. Things that make me happy 
about being a member of my 
parish or Catholic school 
family.

The most frequent response to this ques-
tion was ‘seeing friends and other people of 
their age’. Children liked that they were able 
to see their friends within a happy environ-
ment and spend time at clubs and event, 
such as football teams and church cafés.

“Seeing my friends and spending time 
with them in a happy environment”

Children also enjoyed being part of a 
community. Within this community they 
like that there are others who have the 
same beliefs. They feel able to discuss opin-
ions and issues with these people. Some 
children felt that this brought them closer 
to God. Children feel respected and that 
others within the community understand 
and care for them. It is clear that children 
enjoy being part of a community in which 
they feel a sense of belonging and love. 
Another responses explained that being a 

member of their parish church meant that 
they could spent time with family, mothers 
in particular, at church on Sundays.

 
“I feel like I am part of a bigger com-

munity and am loved, treated well and re-
spected”

“Being with others who feel the same 
about life and what is important”

Some children found happiness in par-
ticular activities. These included going to 
church and seeing the decorated altar lit 
with candles. Others enjoys singing and 
learning about their faith through activi-
ties. This is particularly prevalent on feast 
days and celebrations. Children enjoyed 
when they can take part in reading at Mass 
and services.

“There is always a community that re-
spects and values me and I get to partici-
pate in more spiritual activities that bring 
me closer to God”

7. Has any part of being in 
my parish or Catholic school 
made me feel hurt or sad? 
If so, what?

Children told us that they felt sad when 
others tell them that God is not real. Some-
times children were faced with negative 
reactions when they told others that they 
were Catholic or attended Catholic school 
and feel upset when pupils and parents 
are disrespectful in church. Children were 
sad when they fell out with friends and 
some responses mentioned bullying within 
schools. 

“Sometimes [I am sad] because of bully-
ing”

Children revealed that authority figures 
within their Catholic school expressed 

their beliefs against God, which confused 
them when learning about religion and 
where they want their beliefs to lie.

“[sad when] hearing that my teachers 
don’t believe things that Jesus has taught us 
and giving their opinion instead”

Another hurt within Catholic educa-
tion was that a child felt they were being 
taught more about other things, such as 
the climate, than God. This child did not 
understand why Pope Francis was making 
speeches about climate change. This high-
lights that children are not learning why 
world issues are religiously important and 
that by learning about them, we can learn 
more about Jesus and God. For example, 
this child may be taught about combatting 
climate change but does not understand 
that, by doing this, we are performing an 
act of love by protecting God’s creation for 
the needy and future generations.

Some children were hurt by a lack of pro-
gress within the Church and felt that they 
were not represented, as very few people of 
their age are attending Mass.

“[I am] being annoyed by the general 
lack of progress. [This] is bad”

One child reported that they suffer with 
conditions that make them vulnerable to 
Covid and so can’t attend church. They did 
not feel that the Church had reached out to 
them to try and involve them remotely.

“I think everyone has forgotten me”
______

Hannah Cowieson’s work is now being 
taken, together with summaries from the 
other Synod Questionnaires, by Bishop 
Stephen, as he looks to report to the Bish-
ops’ Conference of Scotland. Following 
the feedback meeting, the final document 
is to be published in full on the diocesan 
website www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk

speedkingz/shutterstock.com
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NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR SCHOOLSNEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR PARISHES

Canon Steven Mulholland and Fr Martin Pletts with members of the joint Parish Pilgrimage from St John the Baptist 
and Our Lady of Lourdes, Perth together with St James’, Kinross, at the National Shrine in Carfin on Monday 9th May 2022

Perth parishes come together at Carfin Grotto

The tennis grass court season is in full 
swing and strawberries and cream are on 
the menu. But not just at Wimbledon, for 
parishioners of St Ninian’s Dundee too. 
They have certainly served up an ace with 
their latest venture.

   
Following on from the successful soup 

and sandwich lunches at their Community 
Café, they have now turned their thoughts 
to summer and are hosting strawberry af-
ternoon teas. These have already proved 
a smash hit with parishioners and local 

residents alike, with the ticket-only events 
a sell-out, and customers asking when the 
next round will take place.

Some of the money raised at the teas has 
been gifted to St Ninian’s Primary to help 
families who are struggling with the cost of 
living crisis.

So it’s game, set and match to the CC’s 
volunteers at St Ninian’s who have come 
up with yet another winning community 
event.     (Ed. Empty plates but happy faces.)

St Ninian’s Community Café is a Smash Hit

Dundee Pregnancy 
and Parenthood Support

CONTACT 07453 784295
dundee1paps@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/Dundee-Pregnancy-and-
Parenthood-Support-2321535578123737

St Anthony’s 
Ride to the Sun

On Saturday 25th into Sunday 26th June, 
Anne Pender will be doing an overnight 
cycle challenge in aid of funds for the re-
furbishing of the hall at St Anthony’s, Kir-
riemuir.

Called “Ride to the Sun”, Anne will be 
travelling from Carlisle to Crammond (just 
outside Edinburgh). 

Anne will set off alongside hundreds of 
cyclists, leaving Carlisle around 6pm on 
the Saturday, cycling 100 miles to the beach 
at Crammond to witness an amazing “Sun 
Rise” at approximately 4.30am. 

Fr Tobias will be happy to pass on any 
donations - stfergusandstanthony@dun-
kelddiocese.org.uk
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NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR PARISHES

Dundee’s Missionaries of Charity, the Mother Teresa Sisters, organised a May Procession in the grounds of St Clement’s Church, Dundee, 
on Saturday 28th May. Fr Dijo Thomas, priest at St Ninian’s and St Clement’s, led the prayers.

After the celebration of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation at St Fillan’s, Newport-
on-Tay, on Sunday 29th May 2022, parish 
priest Mgr Pat McInally made a presenta-
tion to organist Harry Vincent, on behalf 
of the clergy and parishioners, to acknowl-
edge Harry’s 50 years of commitment to 
music in the church.

Thank you for the 
music at St Fillan’s 
Newport-on-Tay

On Friday 3rd June, Bill and June Rat-
tray received a special blessing at the end 
of the morning Mass in St John the Baptist 
Church, Perth. They were married 50 years 
ago in St Mary Magdalene’s, Perth. Parish-
ioners joined in congratulations in the hall 
afterwards, with a glass of Prosecco, and 
then the couple went to the Bridge of Earn 
Institute for a surprise family party.

St Clement’s May Procession and Crowning of Our Lady

A lifetime of 
priestly service

On Friday 17th June 2022, Mgr Basil 
O’Sullivan, parish priest at Our Lady of Per-
petual Succour, Auchterarder, celebrated 
the 66th Anniversary of his Priestly Ordi-
nation - just a few days ahead of his 90th 
birthday. Mgr Basil is now the oldest serv-
ing priest in Scotland.
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Following the end of Covid restrictions 
members of the Association Jeanne Jugan, 
were able to meet up again and take this 
opportunity to renew their promises for 
one year to serve the elderly with joy and 
love following the example of humility and 
confidence left to us by Saint Jeanne Jugan 
foundress of the Little Sisters of the Poor.

On Sunday 1st May three Associates from 
Dundee travelled to the home in Glasgow 
to join a number of Associates from Edin-
burgh and Glasgow to renew their promises 
during Mass where members took part in 
the readings and the Offertory Procession.

After Mass the associates enjoyed a love-
ly buffet with the Little Sisters where they 
were able to catch up on news and meet up 
with the newest Sisters who had joined the 
community since their last visit.

The following week eight members of the 
Association Jeanne Jugan came together in 
the grounds of Wellburn.

As there is no access to the grounds they 
obtained permission from the Diocese to 
visit the nuns cemetery to pay their re-
spects to the Little Sisters of the Poor and 
the Mercy Sisters who are also buried there.

The Associates visited each of the graves 
where they said prayers, laid flowers and 
sprinkled Holy Water remembering each 
one, with special affection to those they had 
personally known in more recent years. 

Each cross bearing the religious and 
birth name along with the number of years 
of both profession and perpetual vows in-
cluding Sister St Meen who died at only 32 
years of age in 1866 with 2 years of profes-

sion, which was only three years after the 
first Sisters arrived at Wellburn.

It was in their presence that seven of 
the ten Dundee members of the Associa-
tion Jeanne Jugan renewed their promises 
alongside Rosemary from the Glasgow 
Home who is staying with her brother Mgr 
Ken McCaffrey following his operation.

It was a day of mixed feelings, the joy 
of being together again at Wellburn in the 
cemetery of the Little Sisters and the sad-
ness of the building now boarded up with 
broken windows in what was “their” home. 
Wishing we could go through the front 
door to see Sr Helene at reception, Sr Cath-
erine Mary in the chapel or Sr Concepta 
in the laundry. These are just a few of the 
many Sisters made who  Wellburn so spe-
cial through their presence.

Access to Wellburn would not have been 
possible if it was not for John O’Meara at 
the Diocesan Office who kindly accommo-
dated the Associate’s request and gave us 
access at the weekend.

Mother Marie Claire and the Sisters of 
Mercy in Glasgow also pass on their ap-
preciation as they had asked me to take 
pictures of their Sisters graves, which the 
Dundee groups was only too happy to 
oblige. The Associates are also looking for-
ward to another celebration in Glasgow on 
1st and 2nd July to celebrate the Golden Ju-
bilee of Sister Margaret Laeititia.

The Little Sisters of the Poor remember 
all those in Dundee and the Diocese with 
fond memories and prayers and ask you 
to remember them in your prayers for the 
work they undertake and for an increase of 
vocations.

Associates (L-R) Jim Galligan, Ann Doig, Ann Kenny, Rosemary, Mary Reilly, 
Christine, Kathleen and Mary Petrie

Jeanne Jugan Associates from Edinburgh, Dundee and Glasgow 
with Mother Marie Claire outside the home in Glasgow

Prayers at the grave of  Sister St Meen

Jeanne Jugan Associates say
prayers for the Little Sisters
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A French Catholic school visited Tullibody, accompanied by their chaplain, Fr Daniel, for one week in May.
Mass was said for the group of staff and pupils on weekdays in St Bernadette’s. Later in the week 

the parish was delighted to welcome them all at the Saturday Vigil Mass.

St Bernadette’s, Tullibody, renews the Auld Alliance

Diamond Jubilee 
celebration with 
renewed vows

Ivan and Judy Carnegie celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding annivesary on Sunday 
29th May 2022 during a Mass, in Italian, 
at St Mary’s Monastery, Kinnoull, Perth. 

The couple were, for many years, parish-
ioners at St Joseph’s, Dundee, during which 
time Ivan was received into the Catholic 
Church, have been regulars at the events of 
the Circolo Religioso Italiano and Amici in 
Perth since moving to the Fair City. During 
the Mass, the couple renewed their mar-
riage vows and were presented with a Papal 
Blessing by Mgr Aldo Angelosanto.

Ivan and Judy were married on 29th May 
1962, in St Columba’s Church, Edinburgh. 
“It was a very quiet, low-key service,” ex-
plained Judy. “That’s how mixed-marriages 
were done in those days.”

In contrast, Judy remarked, “the renewal 
of vows was a beautiful service. Much long-
er than our wedding service! Surrounded 
too by so many friends.”
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Celebrating their 
Sacrament of 
Confirmation

Fr Michael Carrie and Bishop Stephen with the children at 
St Mungo’s, Alloa (above)

Bishop Stephen, Mgr McCaffrey and Deacons Charles and 
Jim with pupils from Ss Peter & Paul’s, Dundee. (right)

Bishop Stephen with Fr Tobias Okoro and catechist Pauline Veal with 
the young people who received the Sacrament of Confirmation 
at St Fergus’, Forfar. (above)

Bishop Stephen and Mgr Patrick McInally with the young 
people at St Fillan’s, Newport-on-Tay, (below)

Canon Tom Shields and Bishop Stephen 
with the children at St Fillan’s, Crieff 
(above)

Bishop Stephen, Mgr Aldo Angelosanto 
with the boys and girls from St Anne’s 
and St Bride’s who were confirmed  at St 
Anne’s, Carnoustie. (left)

Bishop Stephen with Fr Gregory Murphy and 
Deacon Ron Wylie with the children at 
St Joseph’s, Dundee, with their sponsors. (above)

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 
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Our Lady’s Primary staff and pupils in Our Lady of Victories Church, Dundee

Mgr Basil O’Sullivan with Ethan Boyle and his family on First 
Communion Day at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Auchterarder.

Celebrating their 

First Holy
Communion

First Communicants at St Leonard & Fergus, Dundee 
pictured with Fr Alexander Obiorah

Mgr Neil Gallagher with the children in Our Lady of Sorrows

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 

Children from St Pius X Primary, Dundee pictured with Fr Ninian Doohan 

Children from St Fergus’, Forfar with Fr Tobias Okoro 
and parish catechist Monika Szymaszek

Children from St Mungo’s, Alloa, with Fr Michael Carrie

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 
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Fr Mike Freyne with the First Communicants 
at St Bernadette’s, Tullibody.

Canon Steven Mulholland and the Headteacher and staff of St John’s Academy, Perth, with the boys and girls who made their 
First Communion at St John the Baptist’s Church, Perth.

Photo courtesy of Jamie Harper

Fr Bogdan Palka SDS with the children who received their First Holy Communion
at the Polish Mass in St John the Baptist’s, Perth

Fr Martin Pletts with the First Holy Communicants from Our Lady’s Primary School, at Our Lady of Lourdes Church , Perth
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Scotland’s National 
Youth Pilgrimage 
to the heart of 
our diocese

In September this year Scotland’s young 
Catholics will gather in Dunkeld on their 
Annual Youth Pilgrimage. The day will 
begin at St Columba’s Church in Birnam, 
where pilgrims will depart on a 1 mile walk 
to Dunkeld Cathedral. Along the way there 
will be stations for prayer and blessing.  
Once the pilgrims have reached the Cathe-
dral, there will be a time of catechesis, fun 
and fellowship, before we join together for 
Holy Mass celebrated by Archbishop Leo 
Cushley. If there’s time, there may also be 
an opportunity to visit the beautiful Her-
mitage and waterfall just a half-hour walk 
away! Register at www.dunkeldyouth.org.
uk/sign-up/ to be kept up to date with the 
details!

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 

Mgr Aldo Angelosanto with the boys and girls who received their 
First Holy Communion at St Bride’s, Monifieth

Canon Tom Shields with the First Holy Communicants at St Fillan’s, Crieff

Canon Mark Cassidy with the boys and girls who received their first Holy Communion 
at the Immaculate Conception Church, Lochee, Dundee

Please note that we are receiving an increasing number of ‘phone’ quality photos. Often phones can 
take great photos but we would ask you to check that faces are clear, well defined, and that the photo 
is well lit. Our photographers may be able to help out - with good warning - and at no cost!

On the 40th Anniversary of his Priestly Ordination, 
Mgr Ken McCaffrey, Ss Peter & Paul’s, Dundee, 

presents Caritas Awards to two of his parishioners 
- Sarah White and Kieron Robertson (above).
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NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR SCHOOLSNEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR SCHOOLSNEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR SCHOOLS
Kilgraston News

Mr Paul Allaker reports: “This term, Kil-
graston has celebrated a number of pupils 
and staff receiving First Holy Commun-
ion and Confirmation! Thanks go to those 
pupils and staff for the care they and their 
families have made with their preparations, 
as well as to Fr Martin Pletts, our priest 
chaplain.”

 
“On Tuesday 31st May, the Kilgraston 

School celebrated a special Goals afternoon 
to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and 
Citizen’s Week. As part of the festivities, we 
had an afternoon tea (originally planned for 
the front lawn but relocated to the sports 
hall due to the very British weather!) and, 
to emphasise this year’s Sacred Heart Goal 
of Community, pupils brought in items for 
the rest of their classes (juniors) and year 
groups (seniors) to share.”

“Particular congratulations must go to 
Lower 4 for their wonderful home bak-
ing!  Other treats in the afternoon included 
some entertaining ‘Commonwealth Games’ 
quiz rounds, as well as some music from 
countries of which the Queen is head of 
state. In addition, we made the most of the 
opportunity to play some fun inter-house 
running around games!”

The hearts of all within the family of Our Lady’s RC Primary, Dundee, were full when they 
were able to welcome our families back into school for the first time since March 2020. The 
school’s recent Open Day was well attended and a great opportunity for P1 and P2 families in 
particular to enter the building for the first time. The school was bustling once again!

Welcoming smiles at Our Lady’s PS, 
Dundee, as doors open for families

Johann Packer and Craig Smith, St John’s 
Academy, Perth, were delighted to accept 
the Catenian Association Award for Citi-
zenship - on behalf of their pupils who op-
erate a ‘Nae Waste’ project. The project aims 
to educate and raise awareness about plastic 
waste. Craig Smith told Dunkeld News, “In 
the Design Engineering and Technology 

department we recycle HDPE milk contain-
ers and other plastics to develop them into 
useful products.  The videos we produce are 
a fun way to engage children, businesses 
and individuals in with tackling the issue 
of reducing single use plastic and waste. All 
the videos (follow QR code) are filmed and 
edited by a small team of senior pupils.

Catenian Award for Environment 
Project at St John’s Academy’, Perth

Any dream will do - 
as St Mary’s Primary 
pupils take to the stage

To mark the end of their time in St Mary’s 
Primary, Lochee, the children from P7 - 
supported by teachers and support staff 
- staged performances of Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicoloured Dreamcoat for 
families and friends. A wonderful way to 
celebrate all that has been achieved during 
their time in St Mary’s.
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The winners of the Lord Provost Mc-
Manus Prize for Citizenship were an-
nounced by Lord Provost Campbell at a 
ceremony in St Paul’s Academy, Dundee. 

St Paul’s pupil, Casey Small, won 3rd 
prize for her work in and out-with school. 

During Covid she raised the moral of 
children in her neighbourhood by organis-
ing a bake sale. 

Casey is also a member of her parish, Our 
Lady of Sorrows, where she has served as 
an Altar Server for many years and where 
she regularly supports elderly people in the 
community. 

She works and contributes to Christmas 
Hampers which are distributed in the com-
munity to elderly people as part of the com-
munity-based work of St Paul’s Academy. 

Casey attends a shelter housing complex 
where she develops positive relationships 
with the elderly residents visiting, chatting, 
and providing a tonic for their memories. 
Casey’s dream is to be a Primary School 
teacher, a vocation which will allow her 
to continue to give back to her local com-
munity and provide inspiration to young 
people. 

Magic moments for St Paul’s Academy 
pupils on their trip to London

Senior pupils from St Paul’s Academy, Dundee, visited London at the end of their exams - 
taking in the sights at the Harry Potter Studios, the Houses of Parliament, Downing Street, 

the London Eye and so much more - what a great way to set out into life after school!

Senior Girls’ George Soutar Memorial Cup (runners up to Grove Academy in the final)

St Paul’s Seniors are proud football finalists

Time for worthy 
recogniton of 
Casey’s tireless 
work for others

NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR SCHOOLS
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On Monday 6th June, the family of St 
John’s RC High School came together to 
celebrate Holy Mass to mark the feast of St 
Marcellin Champagnat and their school’s 
90th anniversary. The Mass took place in 
the grounds of the school. As space was 
limited, it was also live streamed to allow 
everyone in the community to come to-
gether in prayer.

St John’s pupils, Franek Czarnecki, 
Jerome Black and Brooke Shields 
report for Dunkeld News:

After a wee warm up of our singing voic-
es, courtesy of our PT of RE, Mr John Paul 
Cecil, our celebration soon got underway. 
Fortunately, the weather, although at first 
a little drizzly, stayed fair throughout the 
morning with the sun eventually break-
ing through the clouds. This captured the 
warmth of the celebration as Canon Tom 
and Fr Michael led teachers, pupils and 
invited guests in prayer and song, with the 
congregation raising their voices together 
to help mark this special occasion. The en-
trance hymn, ‘Great Man of God’, helped 
set the tone for the morning with the final 
lines, ‘As Marist sons and daughters let us 
sing. Praise be to Jesus, and to his Mother,’ 
striking a chord. 

Caritas award winner, Ruth Black and 
School Captain, Maeve Murray beautifully 
sang the school’s unofficial anthem ‘On Ea-
gles Wings’ as the Responsorial Psalm. The 
musical ensemble was a wonderful accom-
paniment throughout with the school’s or-
chestra, led by Mr Stewart, Mrs White, Mr 
Maynes, Mrs Bird and Mr Potter leading us 
in the hymns. 

The Mass helped to reflect the school’s 
strong Marist traditions which focus on 
the importance of family, love and building 
community. This marked the culmination 
of a week of reflection, prayer and devo-
tion exemplified in the work completed in 
various curricular areas across the school. 
It was in line with the school’s core Marist 
values: Simplicity, Love of Work, Presence, 
Family Spirit and In Mary’s Way.

The school’s focus of ‘love of work’ was 
certainly in evidence when senior pupils 
and staff came together to organise and set 
up for the morning’s events. This entailed 
senior pupils, led by the school’s Marist 
leaders, carrying out a huge number of 
tasks (and chairs) to ensure that the ‘out-
door cathedral’ took shape. 

In place of Bishop Stephen and chaplain 
Mgr Ken McCaffrey, who were both indis-
posed, Canon Tom Shields, Vicar Episcopal 
for Education, celebrated the Mass together 
with Fr Michael Carrie (who is a former 
chaplainn of the school). Canon Tom re-
minded the congregation of the impor-
tance of the school’s motto, Ad Coelos, ‘To 
the Heavens.’ His friendly manner engaged 
pupils and inspired us to reach our full 
potential. He spoke of how important and 
unique we all are and how we can elevate 
ourselves in life in line with Marist values. 

It was wonderful to have so many invited 
guests join us to mark this special occa-
sion. These included: Brothers Brendan, 
Julian, Wilfrid and Colin, sisters of the Im-

maculate Heart of Mary, the headteachers 
of our cluster primary schools, local coun-
cillor Fraser MacPherson, representatives 
from the Education Department including 
Audrey May, Paul Fleming, Tracey Stewart, 
Greg Colgan and chief invigilator, Helen 
Jack. Mr Hagney (headteacher) also wel-
comed former headteachers, Mrs Fiona 
McLagan and George Haggarty ‘back to 
their home’ in the family of St John’s. 

Canon Tom’s deeply meaningful message 
inspired us to leave the Mass with open 
minds and hearts full of joy. His homily 
certainly reminded us of the importance of 
embracing our Marist values and looking 
towards our school’s motto, Ad Coelos, ‘To 
the Heavens’.

Canon Tom Shields, Vicar Episcopal for Education, leads the celebrations

Headteacher Mr Sêan Hagney (right) with honoured guests

St John’s High School, Dundee celebrates 90th anniversary
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St John’s High School, Dundee celebrates 90th anniversary

St John’s leadership team with members of staff, past and present, and dignitaries attending the Anniversary Mass

A warm welcome for former chaplain, Fr Michael Carrie, as he returns to the school to celebrate in the Mass

The scene is set for a prayerful celebration of 90 years of Catholic Education at St John’s, Dundee

Photos courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 
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Fr Mike Freyne MHM, Parish Priest at 
St Bernadette’s, Tullibody, has been follow-
ing discussions and reports from his Order, 
the Mill Hill Missionaries (MHM), at their 
latest Chapter meeting. Fr Mike came to 
Dunkeld Diocese, after 30 year’s Mission 
work in Brazil, with a enriched experience 
of the work of the Church and the issues 
it faces in the world today. Bishop Stephen 
appointed him Vicar Episcopal for Mission 
Awareness and Justice and Peace in 2014. 

The MHM have identified that one of the 
biggest challenges facing the Church was 
the changing environment for Mission in 
Europe and North America. A number of 
external trends which were already present 
but have become even more visible in re-
cent years and are identified here:

• Growing secularisation, decline in the 
observable practice of faith (as meas-
ured by Mass-going and sacramental 
participation), ageing congregations, 
clustering of parishes, closing of 
churches, fewer priests, etc.

• The damage caused to children and 
vulnerable adults by different forms of 
abuse, including sexual abuse; also the 
negative impact of abuse scandals on 
the credibility of the Church and on 
people’s participation in the Church.

• The emergence of new religious move-
ments – often charismatic and/or 
traditional in nature.

• The growing presence and influence of 
Catholic migrant communities in the 
West.

• The positive impact of Pope Francis, 
his teaching and his personal example.

• Societal trends, including: increas-
ing inequalities and concentration of 
wealth, xenophobia, religious fun-
damentalism and extremism, gender 
identity, war and conflict (including 
on the European continent), drugs and 
alcohol abuse, the growing influence 
of the internet and social media in 
people’s lives.

• Climate change, its devastating 
consequences and inadequate official 
responses.

• Covid-19 pandemic: threats to life, 
health & well-being; lockdowns, travel 
restrictions, but also the many creative 
responses to the pandemic and the ef-
fective vaccination programmes.

The report continues, ‘This is the new 
environment in Europe and North Amer-
ica in which our MHMs are called to love 
and serve. Some of our MHMs in pasto-
ral ministry speak of a situation which is 
not unlike that of ‘primary evangelisation’. 
One has only to open one’s eyes to become 
aware of the many missionary challenges in 
the West, including with regard to justice, 
peace and integrity of creation.’

‘The face of our society is changing rap-
idly, with a significant number of African 
and Asian Members joining at the same 
time as the number of active European and 
North American MHMs is declining. It is in 
this context that Chapter 2015 emphasised 
that, among the aspects of our missionary 
work requiring particular attention by the 
General Council and the membership, was 
the recognition of the value of Mission in 
and to the West. The same Chapter went on 
to recommend the exploration of the pos-
sibilities of Members and Associates form-
ing multicultural missionary teams whose 
particular focus could be the pastoral care 
of migrant communities in the West.’

‘As the above recommendation suggests, 
the focus would not be on ‘filling gaps’ in 
dioceses in the West but on reaching out 
to people living on the margins of soci-
ety, people in greatest need. Following the 
Chapter, Society leadership took tentative 
steps to implement this recommendation 
in different locations in the West. Progress 
has already been made in some of these 
places, but not in others (see below, under 
each Region/Area). At Cluster Meetings in 
Africa and Asia, and at the Young Members 
Seminar, a call to be more proactive in pur-
suing Mission in/to the West was made. It 
was observed how many dioceses in differ-

ent countries in the West were already call-
ing on the services of clergy from Africa 
and Asia to run their parishes. Our young 
MHMs wanted to make a contribution to 
the revival of Christian faith in the West.’

‘While it is important that the Society’s 
emerging Mission-to-the-West project has 
a clear and specific identity along the lines 
set out by the Chapter 2015 mandate, it is 
equally important not to portray it as the 
only form of Mill Hill mission in Europe. 
MHMs are already involved in Mission in/
to the West in different ways, for example, 
ministry in migrant parishes, ministry to 
populations ‘on the move’, such as seafar-
ers, refugees, travellers. In addition, the 
missionary approach which many MHMs 
currently adopt in the context of their day-
to-day parish ministry needs to be appreci-
ated.’

‘Apart from giving a missionary slant to 
the usual pastoral activities (eg. homilies, 
promoting lay responsibility, an outward-
looking parish website), some MHMs in 
parishes run specific evangelising pro-
grammes (Alpha, RCIA, training of street 
evangelisers, fund-raising for pastoral and 
development projects in other countries, 
etc.). This missionary influence of MHMs 
sometimes extends to deanery and dioc-
esan structures as well.’

‘The validity and value of all such ap-
proaches need to be appreciated, so that if 
a Region/Area opts for a Mission-to-the-
West project, this should not be interpreted 
as considering other types of Society initia-
tives in the Region/Area as being somehow 
‘second-class’ from a mission perspective. 
In any case, it is probably just as challenging 
to minister in a secularised parish-setting 
in Europe as it is to minister in the kind of 
Mission-to-the-West project proposed by 
Chapter 2015. It has been said that two or 
more generations in contemporary Euro-
pean society are now religiously illiterate.’ 

‘There is a fundamental missionary task 
to find ways of communicating the Good 
News in this secularised environment.’

Missionary Fathers trace 
back their steps as 
they face the challenges 
of a Mission to the West
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This year’s group was made up of 23 
people from Dundee, Port Glasgow, South 
Queensferry and Henlow. Many of the group 
are seasoned Jumbuance travellers, and they 
were joined this time by the Chair of the 
Board of Trustees from Across, Judith Parke.  

Margaret Parke reports:

As with every group, they were a mix of 
helpers, nurses, a chaplain and VIPs. VIPs 
are anyone who may need some assistance, 
this can range from full care to someone who 
doesn’t feel confident to travel alone. Some 
of the VIPs enjoy additional help during 
the trip, such as the use of a wheelchair, to 
be able to participate in all activities, even if 
they don’t require one at home.  

The group’s arrival coincided with the 
International Military Pilgrimage, this 
was about half the size Lourdes normally 
welcomes, but still incredibly impressive.  
Lourdes was buzzing with military from all 
around the world.  We were treated to music 
from bands from the British Light Infantry, 
Cote D’Ivoire, Germany, Italy and Spain.  

There seemed to be music coming from 

every direction, it was a real spectacle. We 
spent time on the balcony of our hotel just 
watching and listening. On Saturday evening 
we watched the Torchlight Procession. There 
were three Ukrainian soldiers marching in 
this, a poignant reminder of the ongoing war 
and suffering of many.   

In addition to normal pilgrimage activi-
ties, the group enjoyed a trip to Saint Savin, 
where the group’s chaplain, Fr Tobias Okoro, 
parish priest at St Fergus’, Forfar, said Mass 
for a friend and regular traveller Lawrence 
Kemlo who died during the pandemic. Law-
rence would have been delighted with a tuba 
solo of the Ashokan Farewell played for him 
by Christopher Parke. The views at Saint 
Savin were spectacular and the group en-
joyed a coffee break in a stunning local hotel.  

A first for this year was a trip to see Ber-
nadette the Musical, it was a brilliant perfor-
mance, and the singing was superb.   This is 
a must see for anyone travelling to Lourdes 
this year. Their time in Lourdes was en-
hanced by beautiful sunshine, the weather 
was glorious. The sun shone all day every 
day. A real bonus.  Such was the weather, we 
enjoyed a relaxing afternoon trip to the lake 

of Lourdes, where two of the younger group 
members even had a swim.   

Many of the group are frequent travellers 
to Lourdes and were delighted to be back 
spending time at the Grotto and taking part 
in all the pilgrimage activities. Due to the 
pandemic, people are no longer invited to 
immerse themselves in the waters. Visitors 
are now invited to the baths to attend a water 
gesture ceremony. It was agreed by all that 
this was a very prayerful experience.  

There has been a regular Across group 
running from Dundee since the mid 1990s, 
each group is no more than 24 people. You 
don’t have to be disabled to travel by jumbu-
lance and many people enjoy the fellowship 
of a smaller group.

I can attest that friends for life are often 
made on Jumbulances, and our on last trip, 
pre-Covid, we were lucky to welcome Bish-
op Stephen! An Across group travels from 
somewhere in the UK each week of the sea-
son from Easter to October.

If you are interested in travelling with such 
a group in the future or even joining anoth-
er group this year, please contact Margaret 
Parke on 01382 667158 or margaretaparke@
gmail.com Next year’s Dundee group will 
likely be travelling in September and led by 
Pauline Veal.  

Everyone returned home with many hap-
py positive memories from the trip. I was 
privileged to be there with such a marvellous 
group of people.”

Dundee’s Across Pilgrimage - May 2022

VIPs aboard the 
Jumbulance for Lourdes

Christopher Parke and Group Nurse Julie RodgersPilgrims from St Mary’s. Lochee

Nora Kane and Stef Franck

Reprinted by kind permission of Cécile Durand

Arriving at the Grotto
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Back in the 1930s Dundee’s Catholic 
population started to spread out across 
the city. People were leaving the old par-
ishes and three new churches were built, 
St Teresa, Ss Peter and Paul and St Fran-
cis. Many more new churches followed 
after the War as well.

Franciscan friars came to the city to 
run the new St Francis parish. It quickly 
became known to all as the Friary. Plans 
were drawn up for a large hall, substantial 
monastic buildings and an imposing new 
church. The hall and monastery were built 
and are still there to this day.

The proposed church never materialised.  
Had it been built as planned it would be 
looked on today as one of the finest 20th 
Century churches in the land.

So “What happened?” We might ask. The 
man asked to design the Friary was a lead-
ing Scottish architect called Reginald Fair-
lie. He hailed from an old Catholic family at 
Myres Castle near Auchtermuchty.

By the 30s he had a well established repu-
tation. He built (or rebuilt) many fine hous-
es for the Scottish gentry.

As a Catholic, he was also in demand for 
new churches across Scotland. He built fine 
churches at Fort William and Rothesay. His 
church at Troon, Our Lady and St Med-
dans, is regarded as his best work.

He had also built several  new churches 
for Dunkeld Diocese, at Dunblane, Dun-
keld, Tayport and Ss Peter and Paul. He also 
built the two Italian style towers that adorn 
the front  of Our Lady of Victories, at Fore-
bank in Dundee.

He was an obvious choice for the Friary 
but Reginald Fairlie buildings did not come 
cheap. Many of his post WW1 churches 
were still built with stone like the Catholic 
church on the Scores In St Andrews. Even 
when he built in brick, as at the Friary, his 
materials were top quality and not locally 
available.

Stages one and two of his design, the 
monastery and the hall were built. The 
church eventually followed in 1959 to a 
much  more  modest design. All of which 
brings us to the question “What became of 
the Church that never was”.

After Fairlie died his biographer, Patrick 
Nuttgens wrote a detailed account of his 
life and work. It is illustrated with many 
fine photographs. One of these is a photo-
graph of  his drawings for the Friary. For 
the church Fairlie proposed an enormous 
Cathedral sized building (see above).

His biographer tells us that it was inspired 
by the mighty Fortress/ Cathedral at Albi in 
France. Like Albi it is a high narrow church 
with long narrow windows on each side. It 

would have been a striking building. But, as 
we now know it was never built as planned. 
It is not hard to work out the reasons. 

The 1930s were tough times in the city. 
Church building then came to a complete 
halt during the War and for years after-
wards building materials were very scarce. 
By 1959 times had changed and demanded 
a more modest  building.

Looking back 80+ years later, we should 
thank Patrick Nuttgens for using the draw-
ing of Dundee’s ‘Church that never was’ 
in his book. Otherwise we might, by now, 
have completely forgotten about a building 
which, if it had come to fruition, could well 
have been regarded as a masterpiece.

‘It promised to be one of the finest church buildings in the land’ 

The church 
that never 
was...

Dundee’s William 
Coupar continues 
his historic series
about the city’s 
Catholic past

Li Sen/shutterstock.com

Reginald Fairlie was born at Kincaple, Fife, he 
was the son of J. Ogilvy Fairlie of Myres (1848–
1916) and Jane Mary Fairlie. He was educated 
at the Oratory School in Birmingham.

He was apprenticed to Robert Lorimer in 
1901, and much of his style echoes that of Lorim-
er. A faithful Roman Catholic, Fairlie designed 
many war memorials, churches and restorations 
of castles. From a long list of commissions, only 
a handful fall outside the borders of Scotland.

Interior view of Albi Cathedral, France
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MMAAKKEE  YYOOUURR  DDOONNAATTIIOONN  
GGOO  FFUURRTTHHEERR  !!                                                                

Ask your Parish Priest or Gift Aid organiser for more details or to sign up and gift aid 
your donation.

Sign up today so our
parishes/diocese can claim an
extra 25p for every £1 you give
at no extra cost to you!

You just need to:
• Pay UK or Capital Gains Tax
• Donate via identifiable methods

Gift Aid helps our parishes 
and diocese to thrive!

Donation Total 
with 
Gift 
Aid

Weekly Monthly Yearly

£5 £20 £240 £300

£10 £40 £480 £600

£20 £80 £960 £1200

£25 £100 £1200 £1500

SUPPORT OUR WORK
Remembering your Parish/Diocese in your Will
• The Church encourages us to be mindful of God’s many blessings and of His provision for us. In so doing, our natural response is to 

want to give back, recognising that all good things come from God. One way we can all do this is to remember the work of our 
parish / diocese in our will. This is a simple way to thank God for all His goodness to us during our lives and ensure that our faith 
will live on in future generations. 

• Leaving a gift in our will is the culmination of a life-time of faith, a sign of gratitude for all we have enjoyed. 

• Once we have provided for the needs of our family, this is a simple step we can all take. By remembering our parish and/or diocese 
in our will, we can support the vital work of priests and people in the building up of God’s Church, in looking after our churches 
and in reaching out to these in need in our local communities. 

• All this is made possible as we give back to God in response to his care of us.

Benefits to Others

• The Government supports gifts to charities by people in their wills and any such gift is free of Inheritance Tax. This means that 
when your executors are calculating whether any Inheritance Tax is payable on your estate at the time of your death, they do not
have to take into account any amount which you give to the Church.

Getting Advice

• For advice on writing your will we recommend you speak to your solicitor. We are happy to liaise with them regarding wording,
and can be reached at the Diocesan Offices 01382 225453.

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/scotland/family/death-and-wills
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Members of the Dundee and Perth Ital-
ian community, and friends, gathered at 
St Mary’s Monastery, Kinnoull, Perth, 
for their Annual Marian Procession 
and Crowning of Our Lady. Others had 
travelled from Edinburgh, Dundee and 
Auchterarder to take part. 

Mgr Aldo Angelosanto, chaplain to Dun-
keld Diocese’s Italian community, celebrat-
ed Mass in Italian prior to the procession 
through the wooded paths in the beautiful 
monastery grounds leading to Our Lady’s 
Shrine.

As the crowd pressed forward towards 
the shrine, the Statue of Our Lady was 
crowned by Mark D’Ambrosio from Edin-
burgh.

Bring flowers of the rarest bring blossoms the fairest, from garden and woodland and hillside and dale....

Italian Association’s Marian Procession at Kinnoull

Lady Rita Rae, Chair of the Scottish 
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency 
(SCSSA), has announced the appoint-
ment of two professional officers to lead 
the work of the new agency.

Lady Rae said, “I am delighted that we 
have been able to recruit two colleagues of 
such high calibre who will bring their skills, 
experience and commitment to the work of 
our agency.  Together with my fellow Direc-
tors on the SCSSA Board, I look forward to 
working with them to provide oversight of 
the Safeguarding policy and practice in all 
areas of the Catholic Church in Scotland.”

Paul Donaldson is appointed as Director 
of Safeguarding, responsible for strategic 
leadership and management.  Paul is a for-
mer Detective Superintendent with Police 
Scotland and currently works with the In-
vestigatory Powers Commissioner’s Office 
(IPCO).

 
Helena Rameckers is appointed as Head 

of Safeguarding Training, responsible for 
developing training resources to enhance 
the knowledge and skills of all who are re-
sponsible for safeguarding in the Church.  
Helena currently works as Diocesan Safe-
guarding Adviser in the Galloway Diocese.

New appointments for Scotland’s 
Catholic Safeguarding Agency

more photos



page 23

On Sunday 15th May, NET Ministries 
delivered a youth retreat for the Catholic 
schools within the Diocese of Dunkeld.  
The event took place at Our Lady of Vic-
tories, Dundee.

The theme for the day was ‘Fully Alive’, 
delivered by a team of missionaries who 
focused on sharing a life that is purpose-
ful, joy-filled and Christ centred.  Through 
a variety of games, talks, entertainment, 
small-group conversations and prayer, our 
pupils had the opportunity to explore the 
truth of who they are as God’s children and 
how true joy and meaning in life are found 
by accepting Christ’s gift of salvation and 
living as His disciple.  

Mr Paul Allaker, Chaplain at Kilgraston 
School, brought a large group of young 
people to Dundee. 

Mr Allaker writes, “The gift of joy was 
most certainly evident throughout the day, 
and the energy of the NET Ministries mis-

sionaries was infectious!”    

“St Augustine wrote in his Confessions, 
‘You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and 
our hearts are restless until they rest in You.’ 
Building on the emphasis throughout the 

day of listening, acceptance and encourage-
ment, the day concluded with an extended 
time for our children to pray and respond 
to God’s invitation to receive his love. A 
great joy was that so many took up the op-
portunity to go to Confession!”

The retreat concluded with Mass cel-
ebrated by Bishop Stephen and Canon Tom 
Shields.

Dunkeld Youth are energised by 
Net Ministries infectious enthusiasm

Website: www.dunkeldyouth.org.uk
Facebook.com/dunkeldyouthservice
Instagram: @dunkeld_youth_service

Twitter: @RC_Dunkeld_Youth

Photos courtesy Eddie Mahoney

From the 2nd-5th June, around 50 young 
Catholics gathered in the Scottish High-
lands for four days of sun, song and Holy 
Spirit for the annual Stronghold Festival. 
The Festival is a four day event for those 
who want to draw deeper into relationship 
with God the Father through his Son Jesus, 
in the wonder-working power of the Holy 
Spirit. It is hosted at Craig Lodge Family 
House of Prayer, nestled between the beau-
tiful mountains that surround Dalmally in 
Argyll, Scotland. Set in the epic landscape 
of the Scottish Highlands, young adults 
(16-30) are invited each summer to truly 
come away to be with the Lord and experi-
ence His love in a new way. 

Youth Co-ordinator Charis Soares joined 
this year’s Festival as a participant, and 
shares; “The experience was deeply mov-
ing, with the theme focusing on the story 
of the Prodigal Son. The Blessed Sacrament 
was exposed 24 hours a day throughout 

our time together, and we celebrated Mass 
every day, so that we truly felt the pres-
ence of God in our midst. We celebrated 
the Feast of Pentecost with a baptism in the 
Spirit, and many of us (including myself) 
had a very profound experience. There was 
also a reconciliation and healing service, 
where each one of us was able to meet Jesus 
face-to-face, personally. It was a true bless-
ing to spend time with young Catholics my 
age, and to be in such a wonderful place 
of prayer. I made some really great friends 
and connections, had great fun camping, 
and was taken deeper into my faith.”

The Festival schedule includes time for 
Mass, worship, adoration, prayer, testimo-
ny, teaching, talks, workshops, fun and fel-
lowship. Craig Lodge also runs retreats and 
has ministries for all ages, including a year-
long mission school for 18-30 year olds! 
You can find out more about Craig Lodge 
on their website, www.craiglodge.org

A Spiritual Experience in the Mountains
REPORTING FROM THE STRONGHOLD FESTIVAL AT CRAIG LODGE

http://www.dunkeldyouth.org.uk
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DUNKELD NEWS
Coming editions

25th September 2022
3rd December 2022

5th March 2023

Email your stories 
and photos 

Submissions are due 3 weeks before the 
publication date - unless by prior agreement

Photos need to be high resolution .jpg
(minimum file size 1.8mb)

dunkeldnews@dunkelddiocese.co.uk

Editor - Andrew Mitchell

CALL or TEXT 07806 789791
Twitter @DunkeldNews

St Clement’s RC Primary were hosts at the Schools’ Mass 
in St Andrew’s, Cathedral, Dundee Photos courtesy of Eddie Mahoney 


